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When will the GCSE exam series occur? 
(Provisional) 

• Exams begin w/b 5th May.
• Exams end 20th June.
• MFL Speaking w/b 31st March
• Art and Photography exams w/b 22nd April
• Contingency days – 
Wednesday 11th June (Afternoon) 
Wednesday 25th June (All day)

• Results day : Thursday 21st August.
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ST Exams will decide Tiering

• Maths, Science & MFL are tiered.
• Foundation (1-5) and Higher (4-9) Maths and MFL
• Foundation (11-55) and Higher (44 – 99) Science 

• Students must be entered for the correct tier. 
• The tier that students will be entered for will be dependent on the 

results from both ST1 and ST2.
“We recommend that students who are predicted to achieve a grade 4-4 or 5-4 
in Combined Science, or a 4 in Maths and MFL, should be entered for the 
foundation tier.”
Ofqual
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Working at grade
In ST1 and ST2 students will sit full papers which will allow subjects to 
use real grade boundaries.

Raw Score / 300 Grade

0 U

24 1

64 2

104 3

144 4

189 5

Maths - Foundation

Raw Score / 300 Grade

0 U

51 3

68 4

102 5

136 6

171 7

213 8

256 9

Maths - Higher
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Projected grade
Students will still be issued with a projected grade – this is generally 
worked out by taking some marks away from each boundary

Raw 
boundary / 

300

Projected 
boundary / 

300

Grade

0 0 U

24 20 1

64 60 2

104 102 3

144 138 4

189 185 5

Maths - Foundation
Raw boundary / 

300
Projected 

boundary / 300
Grade

0 0 U

51 48 3

68 60 4

102 97 5

136 132 6

171 165 7

213 206 8

256 250 9

Maths - Higher
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Working at and projected grades
Student scored 38 
marks
Gives them a working 
at grade of a 4

Using the projection 
boundary they are 
given a projected grade 
of a 5

Student scored 69 
marks
Gives them a working 
at grade of an 8 Using the projection boundary they 

are given a projected grade of a 9

Raw 
boundary

Projected 
boundary

Grade

0 0 U

24 20 3

33 29 4

39 35 5

45 40 6

50 47 7

56 52 8

72 69 9
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Working at and projected grades can be 
the same

Student scored 60 
marks
Gives them a working 
at grade of an 8

When applying the projected 
boundary this student has not 
achieved the score for a grade 9

Raw 
boundary

Projected 
boundary

Grade

0 0 U

24 20 3

33 29 4

39 35 5

45 40 6

50 47 7

56 52 8

72 69 9
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Mock results day
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ST windows versus the real GCSE 
windows

In ST windows
• Students who are absent are given an opportunity to “catch up” 

missed exams

GCSE window
• If students miss an exam through illness, or any other reason, there is 

no opportunity to catch up
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Why provide both grades?
Why provide projected grades?
• Students are sitting real papers with real boundaries
• ST1 and ST2 exams are important but students will revise more for the 

real thing
• More teaching time including revision of topics/skills 

Why provide working at grades?
• Shows students what they would have got
• Motivational tool – close to a boundary  
• Students can exceed the projected grade if they work hard
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Attitude to Learning Grades

The AtL grades will be given by 
teachers using a best fit approach 
applied to the AtL description table*. 

The AtL grades are

Exceptional
Good
Inconsistent
Concern

*Currently in the draft stage and will be shared and 
discussed with students and parents/carers before 
finalising.



Importance of Student Tracking Exams:
 Arrangements and Reports

Miss C Thomas – Assistant Headteacher 
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Why are these ST Exams important? 

• Teachers will have a better understanding of what students know and 
what they don’t know. This evidence will then be used to plan future 
lessons and future interventions. 

• Mock exams (ST1 and ST2) will be used for college applications.
• Mock exams (ST1 and ST2) will be used to make decisions on tier of 

entry.
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Student Tracking Exam Arrangements 
in Year 11

Y11 ST1
Starts Monday 7th October
Finishes Friday 25th October
(Three weeks: before October half-term)

Y11 ST2 
Starts Monday 20th January
Finishes Friday 7th February
(Three weeks: before February half-term)
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ST1 Guidance Document 
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ST1 Preparation
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ST1 Revision Materials
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ST1 Revision Materials
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Guides to Success
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Guides to Success
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ST1 First Week 
Week B AM PM

Monday 7th 
October

English Literature 2 hours – Hall
GCSE PE – Paper 1 - 1hr 15mins - Hall

Tuesday 8th 
October

Maths – Paper 1 Calculator 1hr 30mins - Hall

Art & Photography – 2hours (in lessons) (a)

Computer Science - 2 hours (in lessons)

Wednesday 9th 
October

D&T 1hr 15mins - Hall

French & Spanish Writing - Hall:

Foundation 1 Hour

Higher 1hour 15mins

Thursday 10th 
October

Biology Combined – 1hr 15mins – Hall

Biology Separate – 1hr 45mins - Hall
Art & Photography – 2hours (in lessons) (b)

Friday 11th October Geography Paper 1 – 1hr 30mins – Hall RS Paper 1 Islam 1 Hour - Hall
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ST1 Second Week 
Week A AM PM

Monday 14th October History 2 Hours – Hall Food preparation & Nutrition – 1hour 30mins - Hall

Tuesday 15th October
Physics Combined 1hr 15mins – Hall

Physics Separate 1hr 45mins - Hall

Art & Photography – 2hours (in lessons) (a)

Music - 1h 30m (in lessons)

Wednesday 16th 
October

French Reading (45mins) & Listening (35mins) – F

French Reading (1 hour) & Listening (45mins) – H
Maths – Paper 2 Non-calculator 1hr 30mins - Hall

Thursday 17th October Drama 1hr 45mins – Hall
Art & Photography – 2hours (in lessons) (b)

Music - 1h 30m (in lessons)

Friday 18th October English Language 1hr 45mins – Hall Computer Science – Paper 1 – 1hr 30mins - Hall
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ST1 Third Week
Week B AM PM

Monday 21st 
October

Spanish Reading (45mins) & Listening (35mins) – F

Spanish Reading (1hour) & Listening (45mins) - H
Geography Paper 3 - Fieldwork – 40mins – Hall

Tuesday 22nd 
October

RS Paper 2 Themes 1 Hour – Hall
Art & Photography – 2hours (in lessons) (a)

Wednesday 23rd 
October

Chemistry Combined 1hr 15mins – Hall

Chemistry Separate 1hr 45mins - Hall
GCSE PE Paper 2 1hr 15mins – Hall

Thursday 24th 
October

Maths – Paper 3 – Calculator 1hr 30mins - Hall Art & Photography – 2hours (in lessons) (b)

Friday 25th 
October

Digital Information Technology – 1hour 30mins – Hall Cambridge National PE – 1hour
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Date
Tracking 

Point
Exam Result WWW EBI

Progress 
(ie 

Report 
Grade)

Oct

2024
ST1

Feb

2025
ST2

__________________ Assessment Record (Year 11)
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Student Tracking Reports and 
Events 

• Mock Results Event (ST1): Friday 22nd November 2024
• ST1 Reports: week commencing 2nd December 2024

• Mock Results Event (ST2): Friday 7th March 2025
• ST2 Reports: week commencing 10th March 2025
• Year 11 Progress evening: 13th March 2025
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ST1 and ST2 reports

ST1 report
Will provide a working at grade and projected grade for students and a 
written comment providing EBI advice

 ST2 report
Will provide a working at grade and projected grade for students
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Support and Intervention after ST1 and 
ST2 Mock Exams

• Careful Analysis of results to support students with their gaps in 
learning.

• Quality first teaching in lessons
• Intervention in all Subjects from January/post ST2 in February



Celebrating success like the Class of 2024!



Post-16 Learning 
Pathways

Mrs Rowley
Learning Leader EfL and Careers

Achieving Excellence
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Be Excited 
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Post 16 Pathways: The Law
All young people are required to continue in education or training until 

at least their 18th birthday. This includes:

• Full-time study in a school, college or with a training provider
• Full-time work or volunteering (20 hours or more) combined with 

part-time education or training leading to relevant regulated 
qualifications

• An Apprenticeship, traineeship or supported internship
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Post 16 qualifications
• A Levels - if students want to continue studying subjects they took for

GCSE to a higher level or pick new subjects they haven’t studied
before. There is a wide range of subjects to choose from. Students
choose 3 A Levels to study

• Technical Courses - if a student is interested in a particular job or
industry. Technical courses combine practical learning with
developing knowledge and skills. They are available at a range of
different levels which are the equivalent to one, two or three A Levels

• Apprenticeships - for students who want to earn a salary and work
towards gaining a qualification. Typically spend one day a week in
college with the rest of the time spent in a place of work
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College partnerships
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Apprenticeship options

Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
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Qualification Levels

All Level 3 Qualifications 
give 
UCAS points for University
but not all courses accept
these as being equivalent
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Post 16 Qualifications 



Achieving Excellence for all                                    The County High School Leftwich                                          Aspiration, Kindness and Pride

Assemblies and Open events
Date of assembly College provider Open events Website

Friday 20th September Warrington Vale 
Royal

• Wednesday 9th October 5:00pm-8:00pm
• Wednesday 6th November 5:00pm-8:00pm
• Wednesday 20th November 5:00pm-

8:00pm

https://wvr.ac.uk/

Monday 23rd 
September

Cheshire College 
South & West

• Wednesday 9th October 5:30pm-8:00pm
• Wednesday 13th November 5:30pm-

8:00pm

https://www.ccsw.ac.uk/

Thursday 26th 
September

Reaseheath College • Saturday 28th September
• Saturday 19th October
• Saturday 23rd November
*Book a time slot online

https://www.reaseheath.ac.uk/

Friday 27th September Priestley College • Wednesday 2nd October
• Thursday 3rd October
• Saturday 9th November
• Wednesday 20th November
*Book a time slot online

https://www.priestley.ac.uk/

Thursday 3rd October Sir John Deane's 
College

• Saturday 5th October 9:20am-2:00pm
• Thursday 24th October 5:30pm-8:30pm
• Thursday 21st November 5:30pm-8:30pm

https://www.sjd.ac.uk/

https://wvr.ac.uk/
https://www.ccsw.ac.uk/
https://www.reaseheath.ac.uk/
https://www.priestley.ac.uk/
https://www.sjd.ac.uk/
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Application Process 
• You can apply to as many Post 16 Destinations as you like – we 

recommend at least 2 

• Apply after Mock Results Day 22nd November*
*Applications to Warrington Vale Royal should be made as soon as possible 

• You will use your results from the ST1 assessments on your application

• Colleges invite you for an interview (School/College/Phone)

• All offers will be conditional, you only confirm your place in August 2025
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Careers Education, Advice 
and Guidance  

Post 16 Learning Pathways Events Date

Post 16 learning pathways Launch  16th September

College and apprenticeship provider assemblies 19th September – 3rd October

The Cheshire and Warrington Pledge Careers Fair, Northwich Leisure Centre 8th October 3:30-6:00pm

Mock results day – start applying 22nd November

Appointments with Tutors 16th-20th December

Post-16 Applications (CHSL) deadline 20th December

College interviews January/February

Apprenticeship application support March

Careers Advisor meeting (Mrs Hutchinson – Mploy Solutions)
Individual/Group Sessions and Drop-ins throughout the year

Ongoing

EfL Lessons
Form Tutors offering support with Application Forms and Personal Statements

Ongoing
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What to do next 
• Research:  Attend open events and Careers Fair; explore websites; 

request a prospectus
• Reflect:  Use Careers Interview Feedback and Assemblies to reflect on 

research, as well as your own achievements, qualities and skills 
• Apply:  Access advice and support on offer in order to complete your 

personal statement, applications and interviews
• Apply Again:  You can apply and receive offers from as many colleges 

as you like

If you need advice speak to your Form Tutor, Mrs Rowley, Teachers, Careers 
Advisor Mrs Hutchinson



How to Succeed in Year 11

Mrs Berry – Year Leader

Achieving Excellence
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The Year 11 Journey

Student 
Tracking 1

College 
Visits and 

Open 
Evenings 

Blood 
Brothers 

Trip 

Mock 
Results Day

College 
Applications 

Senior 
Citizens 

Party

Student 
Tracking 2

GCSE Exams

Prom

Last Day in 
School

Results Day
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ASPIRATION – KINDNESS – PRIDE

‘Our expectation is that students aspire to be the 
best version of themselves’

WHAT DOES SUCCESS LOOK LIKE IN YEAR 11? 
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Enrichment Events
 Leadership in our School 

Community 
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What does success look like 
in Year 11?

Students who attended over 95% 
of the time achieved on average 
at least half a GCSE grade higher 
in every subject than those who 
attended below 95%.
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Student Support in Year 11

STUDENT

Tutors

Year 
Leader

ESW

Support 
Staff

Subject 
Teachers

Parents  
& Carers
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Attendance 
& 

Punctuality

Organisation 
& Preparation

Post-16 
Goals

Mental 
Health & 

Wellbeing 

Required Equipment
• Casio calculator -  they 

need this for Science 
and Maths 

(8 papers in total). 
• Black pens
• Protractor

• Pair of compasses
• Ruler

• Rubber
• Pencil/s

• Highlighter/s 

Optional but useful 
• Note pad 

• Flashcards 

Students who attended over 95% of 
the time achieved on average at 
least half a GCSE grade higher in 
every subject than those who 
attended below 95%.
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‘A’ Week Monday ‘A’ Week Tuesday ‘A’ Week Wednesday ‘A’ Week Thursday ‘A’ Week Friday

‘B’ Week Monday ‘B’ Week Tuesday ‘B’ Week Wednesday ‘B’ Week Thursday ‘B’ Week Friday

Motivational 
Monday 

Head Teacher’s 
Assembly

Revision
Further Maths STARR Personal 

Development 
Feel Good Friday 

Motivational 
Monday 

Year Leader’s 
Assembly

Tutor Reading 
Further Maths 

STARR
Personal 

Development 
 Feel Good 

Friday 

Tutor Time Programme



3 GOLDEN THINGS 

LOOK AFTER YOURSELF

PREPARE

ROUTINE 

Getting Started 
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Sophie Hannon
"Start revising early. If you do this, it will all be 
ok. Enjoy Year 11, it goes so quickly. Try not to 
miss any school at all. You really notice when you 
do."

Amaan Maqbool
"Keep listening to advice from teachers and take 
ST1 and 2 seriously. I realised that this was 
actually revision for the real exams, as well as for 
the STs."
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Maxwell Scott
"Start the work now and don't leave it until it is too 
late. Enjoy Year 11 and stay calm. Make sure you 
apply to at least 2 colleges. You will feel better if you 
have a plan A and a plan B."

Isabel Smart
"Keep working hard, stay consistent and keep 
motivated. Think about how you want to feel when 
you open your results."
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How can you help at home? 

• Help them to look after themselves 
• Minimise distractions in the home
• Be familiar with effective ways to 

retrieve information
• Use motivating language
• Reflect with them 
• Protégé effect 
• Talk about transferable skills 
• Provide and support a balance
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• There may be lost of ups and downs along the way – but there is lots 
of support available. 

• 3 Golden Things – Look after yourself, Prepare, Routine 
• Attendance is significant for success – every minute and every day 

counts.  
• There are lots of exciting opportunities for students from now until 

August – encourage students to embrace them all. 
• Have a Plan A and a Plan B
• This is a team effort – we all work together to achieve success for our 

students and your children. 
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