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GCSEs: the context and adjustments Nationally 
for 2023

• Exams will happen as normal in May and June.
• This is a good thing – it is fair and equal for all students across the 

country. Our students  do well in exams.
• GCSEs can assess the full spectrum of content taught
• Equation sheets in Maths/Science will be provided



How will grades be awarded?

• Grading will move back to 2019 standards.
• Ofqual have asked exam boards to carefully set grade boundaries so that 

students will not be disadvantaged by the disruption caused by Covid.

“Broadly speaking, therefore, a typical student who would have 
achieved an A grade in their A level geography before the pandemic 
will be just as likely to get an A next summer, even if their performance 
in the assessments is a little weaker in 2023 than it would have been 
before the pandemic.”



When will the exam series occur? 
(Provisional) 

• Exams begin w/b 15th May.
• Exams end 21st June.
• Contingency days – Thursday 8th June and Wednesday 

28th June
• Results day : Thursday 24th August.



Comparable outcomes



Grading of GCSEs

3.7%

7.2%



Grading of GCSES



Conclusions about grading

• Competition 
• Everything a student does to help themselves can provide 

them with that advantage over the rest
• While it is best to prepare earlier it is never too late
• One mark can be the difference



Exams

• Students cannot take the exam at a later date. This is different than 
ST1 and ST2 where we gave them this opportunity

• If students are ill on the day of an exam – contact school ASAP.
• There are procedures exam boards have in place if students are ill
• Students need to follow examination conditions in the hall or exam 

rooms
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Advice from Subject Leaders

• You have just one chance to ‘hit it out of the park’…take it!

• Don’t fool yourself…reading something through, or simply 
writing something out is not revision. Commit to memory 
properly.

• Always ask yourself when learning facts…how can I use this 
in my exams?



• Be honest about what you do and don’t know. Focus on what 
you don’t know.

• Always get someone to help test you – retrieval is the key. Do 
not underestimate the power of this.

• Plan your revision carefully, identify exactly which topics you 
are going to revise

Advice from Subject Leaders



Revision Materials

Memorising: ‘In’

Question Practice

1 2 3

Retrieval: ‘Sticks’

+

How to revise



• Notes from lessons (exercise 
books)

• Completed exam questions (ebi
advice)

• Revision books

• Flashcards

Revision materials



Step 2 Memorising

Working Memory Long Term Memory
Memorising

Retrieval 
during 
exams

Short term or processing 
memory

Filing cabinet of 
knowledge



Step 2 Memorising (done badly)

• Simply reading through 
notes in silence or,

• May even be using a 
highlighter as you read or,

• Writing out your notes in 
silence

• Purely in working memory

Illusion of 
knowing

• Yes…it feels fresh and 
familiar

• Yes…you feel you have 
learnt it

• But…memory quickly
fades

• Fooling yourself



Step 2 Memorising

• Make your memorising of information challenging

• Talk out loud

• Quiz yourself on the raw facts

• Read in the morning and make notes in the afternoon



Step 2 Memorising

Memorising: ‘In’

Retrieval: ‘Sticks’

+

Gets learning ‘in’ your 
long term memory

Helps learning ‘stay’ 
your long term memory



Step 2 Memorising – keeping it
1. You have to work hard to stop forgetting…

2. You have to work hard to making your learning stick…

A B C D is ok A B A C B D A C D B is better

Recall

Time



What do you do for retrieval?

Retrieval

Regularly testing or 
quizzing each other 
( friend or parent )

Regularly reciting out 
loud work back to 

yourself

Regularly testing 
yourself  using 

flashcards / cue 
cards or similar 

phone apps 

Regularly trying to 
rewrite your 

revision materials 
from memory

Regularly doing a 
‘memory dump’ 

on a piece of 
paper







Tutor Time Intervention
AM EXAM

Lunchtime Intervention
PM EXAM

After-school Intervention



Wellbeing
How can you look after yourself?
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GCSEs are a Challenge:

Students on average will have:
• 22 Exams in May and June of Year 11
• 35 hours of examinations



Feeling overwhelmed

• Heart beasting faster than usual
• Increased breathing rate
• Tense
• Sweaty
• Nauseous 



How can students look after 
their wellbeing?

Soul (Emotional)
Have fun
Friends
Hobbies

Mindfulness
Pets

Fresh air

Body (Physical)
Sleep

Healthy eating
Water

Exercise
Relaxation

Hygiene 

Mind (Mental)
Positive thinking

Take breaks
Problem solving

Goals
Learning new things



How to revise Maths
1. Login and complete set assignments:
- Revision for ST2 Paper 1,2 & 3.
- Graded assignments (Year 11 only)

- Search for individual topics….

Login Details (e.g Harry Kane):

User: HaKane@leftwichhigh
Password: leftwich



How to revise Maths
Students in Years 10 and 11 have been given , personalised strengths and areas for development following 
their most recent tracking exams. This helps to guide their revision by identifying the topics they need to improve.



How to revise Maths



How to revise Maths



How to revise Maths
1. Identify the topics you are unsure of.

2. Watch a video/attend a revision session

3. Practise questions

4. Keep practising, little and often. A question a day will help 
retention.



How to revise Maths-useful websites/resources

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
Login Details: User: HaKane@leftwichhigh
(e.g. Harry Kane) Password: leftwich

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/past-paper-finder/

https://corbettmaths.com/contents/

CGP Revision Guides
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‘You can’t revise for English.’



•It’s good to talk
•Current Affairs
•Reading
•Practice Papers and Tasks

English Language



•Movie Night
•Reading
•Quotation Quizzes
•Annotation and Planning
•Storyboards and Dual Coding
•Practice Papers and Tasks

English Literature





Cognitive Overload

A Cognitive Overload is a situation where we are given too much 
information at once, or too many simultaneous tasks, resulting in not being 
able to perform or process any information in an effective or worthwhile 
way.

Cognitive Overload can have a negative impact on learning.  An overloaded 
student becomes an overwhelmed one, who tries to manage too much 
information at once and cannot effectively focus on anything.

Avoiding Cognitive Overload becomes, therefore, of paramount importance.



Organisation is key
Appropriate revision space
Timely breaks
Managing technology

(including listening to music !)

Reducing Overload



‘You can’t revise for English.’
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