
History Foundational Concepts Map 
With Substantive Concepts & Concrete Examples 

 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 
Authority 

 
 

Substantive concepts:  
Monarch. King. Queen. 
Conquer.  
 
Concrete examples: William 
the Conqueror. Empress 
Matilda. Henry II. John. Henry 
III. Parliament. Genghis Khan. 
Henry VIII. 

Interregnum: 
 
Divine Right of Kings 
(Charles I). Authority of 
Parliament. Execution of 
King Charles I. 
 

Tyranny :  
Hitler’s steps to War 
 
Dictatorship:  
Hitler as Fuhrer, Lenin & 
Stalin 

Autocracy: Tsar’s rule, 

Royal Power: Scrofula (The King’s 
Evil 
 
Democracy:  
1867 Reform Act  
Parliament  
Reichstag 
 
Of ideas: Church maintains status 
quo, Galenic teaching 
 
Autocracy, Constitution, 
Patronage: Kaiser Wilhelm, 
Declaration of the Weimar 
Republic, Queen Elizabeth’s Royal 
Veto, Failure of Patronage in 
Essex Rebellion 
 

Totalitarian Rule:  
Terror State, Gestapo, One 
Party State 
 
Regime Change: Salami Tactic 
in Eastern Europe, De-
Stalinisation.  

Status 

 
 

Feudalism. Hierarchy: 
 
Feudal hierarchy in Norman 
England. Peasant. Villein. 
Freeman. Status of women in 
the medieval world. Peasants’ 
Revolt. 

Democracy. Equality:  
 
Peterloo. Chartism. Suffrage. 
Suffragettes. Jim Crow. 
Segregation. Ku Klux Klan. 
Emmett Till. Civil Rights 
Movement. Little Rock 
Nine.       
 

Working classes: 

Proletariat, Serfdom 

 
 

Poverty:  
 
Inner City Slums, Cholera 
Epidemics 
 

Citizenship:  
 
Nuremburg Laws, Jews 2nd 
class citizens. 
 

Freedom 

 
 

Slavery:  
 
Slavery in Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman England. 

Slavery. Emancipation. 
Liberty: 
 
Triangular trade. Middle 
Passage. Plantations. Bunce 
Island. Emancipation 
Proclamation. Thirteenth 
amendment. 

Persecution, 
Discrimination, 
Segregation:  
 
Boycott, Nuremburg 
Laws, Kristallnacht, 
Ghettos, Camps, 
Execution, Genocide.   

Enfranchisement:  
 
1867 Reform Act, 
 

Persecution:  
Of Political opponents, Jew 
and undesirables – 
Concentration Camps system. 
Iron Curtain.   
Defection: Berlin Wall brain 
drain. 



Empire 

 
 

Kingdom. Invasion. Empire:  
 
Silk Roads connecting 
different civilisations.  
The creation of England.  
Angevin Empire. Mali Empire. 

Colonisation (Colony). 
Slavery. Empire: 
 
Roanoke and 
Newfoundland. English 
colonisation of North 
America. English joint-stock 
companies. Australia as a 
prison colony. British Raj. 
 
 

Contributions of Empire 
troops – 
 
Mike Mountain Horse, 
Senegalese Riflemen, 
Chinese Labourers, Ganga 
Singh 
 

Exotic Medicines:  
Quinine 
 
Rivalry: Kaiser’s World View and 
the Scramble for Africa.   
 

Invasion: 
Third Reich and Greater 
Germany 
 
Sovereignty, Economic 
imperialism: Iron Curtain, 
Comiform, Comecon. 
Marshall Aid.   
 
Liberation: VietMinh and 
Vietcong 

Migration 

 
 

Globalisation. Multicultural. 
Transcontinental: 
 
Concrete examples: 
Movements of early humans. 
First human civilisations.   
Anglo-Saxon migrations. 
Jewish migration to England 
after 1066. Migration to the 
Holy Land.  

 
 

Globalisation. Multicultural: 
 
Black Tudors. 17th century 
migration to the New 
World. Irish plantations. 
Indentured labour. 
 

Refugees:  
 
Jews & other displaced 
peoples 
 
 

Through Conquest:  

Crusades 

 

Forced/Refugees: 
 
Rebuilding Europe at Yalta 
and Potsdam, Hungarian 
uprising 
 
Defection: Berlin Wall brain 
drain. 

Revolution 

 
 

Resistance. Rebellion: 
 
Anglo-Saxon resistance 
(‘Norman yoke’). 
Harrying of the North.  
Simon de Montfort and the 
Barons’ War.  
Peasants’ Revolt.  
Renaissance. 

Resistance. Rebellion. 
Revolution: 
 
Radical groups during the 
English Civil War. 
Resistance of enslaved 
peoples. Industrial 
Revolution. American, 
French and Haitian 
Revolutions. British 
responses to the Atlantic 
Revolutions. 19th century 
British protest movements. 
Indian Rebellion, 1857. 
 
 

Mutiny: Coup d’etat : 
October Revolution, 
Bolshevik seizure of 
power 

 

Scientific Revolution: 
Renaissance Medicine, 
Enquiry, Challenge religion 
& Superstition 
 

Protests, Mutiny: Kiel Sailors, 
German Revolution Nov 1917 

 

Scientific Revolution:  Technology 
in Surgery. X-rays, Antibiotics, 
Plastic Surgery, Radiology, CT 
Scans 

 

Regime Change: Chinese 
Revolution 1949, Cuban 
Revolution – Fidel Castro.  
 
Rebellion: Against Soviet Rule 
in Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia.   
 
Scientific: Arms Race & Space 
Race  



Nation 

 
 

Country. Kingdom: 
 
Concrete examples: Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms. Æthelstan, 
King of the English. 
Formation of the Kingdom of 
England. Laws in Wales Acts 
(annexation of Wales into the 
Kingdom of England). 
Christendom. 

Country. Kingdom. 
Republic. Interregnum: 
 
Concrete examples: English 
Civil War. Interregnum, 
1649-60. Cromwell as Lord 
Protector. 
 

Alliances, Conflict, Treaty:  
Triple Entente vs Triple 
Alliance. Belgian Treaty.   

Civil War Reds vs Whites 

Scientific Rivalry : Pasteur 
vs Koch in The Franco 
Prussian War.   
 

Welfare:  
Welfare State and NHS 
Rivalry : Kaiser’s World View and 
the Scramble for Africa.   
 

Country: Hitler’s ‘Peoples’ 
Community’, Removing 
‘undesirables’.   
Transcontinental Rivalry:  
East vs West – Cold War, 
Arms Race, Brinksmanship, 
Red Scare 
Alliances;  
NATO and Warsaw Pact, 
United Nations 
Diplomacy: Peace Summits, 
Cuban Missile Crisis, Détente. 

Identity  

 
 

Gender. Race:  
 
Homo Sapiens. Sumerians. 
Nomads. Sogdians. 
Challenges faced by female 
medieval rulers (Empress 
Matilda, Eleanor of Aquitaine, 
Melisende of Jerusalem). 

Race. Gender: 
 
Black Tudors. England’s links 
with the Islamic World. 
Women during the English 
Civil War. Women during 
the American Revolution. 
Suffragettes and Suffragists. 
 

Treatment of Minority 
servicemen: 
Senegalese Riflemen, 
Chinese Labourers, 
Freddie Stowers 
Gender (Women in 
WW1) 
Suffragism, Palmer’s 
Munitionettes Football 
Team.   
Homosexuality : Treated 
as a crime. Neurodiversity 
:  Turing & other 
codebreakers.    
Faith: Persecution of the 
Jews  
Ethnicity : Persecution of 
the Jews.   

Cultural divergence: Golden Age 
of Weimar, Femininity, Gender 
fluidity, influence of Black music.  
Elizabethan fashions, Growth of 
Theatre and plays.   
 

Persecution:  
Of minorities e.g. 
Homosexuals, Suppression of 
individuals in Nazi Germany 
 

Beliefs 

 
 

The Church. Catholicism. 
Islam. Crusade. Reformation. 
Protestantism. 
 
Concrete examples: First 
Crusade. Great Hajj. 16th 
century Reformation. 
Medieval Islamic world. 
Medieval Baghdad. 

Reformation.  
 
English Reformation under 
Edward VI. Elizabethan 
Religious Settlement. Witch 
hunts of the 1640s. 
 

Christianity:  
Russian Orthodox Church  
Ideology:  
Communism  
Science: Renaissance 
Enquiry 
 

Ideology:  
Left Wing vs Right Wing. 
Socialism/Communism vs 
Fascism/Nazism  
Death of Laissez-Faire: Public 
Health Acts, Liberal Reforms.   
Ideology, Militarism, Faith: 
Socialism and Communism, Naval 
Race, Dreadnoughts, Religious 
Settlement, Act of Uniformity, 
Act of Supremacy. 

Ideology:  Nazism, 
Communism, Capitalism, 
‘Socialism with a human face’. 
 




