
Religious Studies - GCSE Topics and Revision 2022 
 

Revision Materials 

• The Year 11 RS Central Hub 21/22 Google Classroom (code: undah6t): A variety of revision materials are available 
for each section of the exams including revision lessons, useful websites and videos, practice papers/questions and 
exemplar answers; 

• Various revision materials that have been, or will be, provided to you during lessons for you to complete at home. 
Date EXAM ONE: Component one: Religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the Modern World (Themes Paper)  
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Themes paper, which includes Issues of Relationships, Issues of Life and Death, Issues of Good and Evil and Issues 
of Human Rights (2 hours) 

• There will be four sections to this exam, one for each topic. Each section will consist of a 2 mark question, a 5 
mark question, an 8 mark question and a 15 mark question (see exam structure section for more detail). The 
assessment is worth 50% of the qualification and has 120 marks (plus 6 for spelling, punctuation and grammar) 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar marks on question 1(d) ONLY. You must include a non-religious perspective 
in you answer to the Theme 2: Question (d) Life and Death. 

What to Revise 

  Theme 1: Issues of 
Relationships  

Theme 2: Issues of 
Life and Death 

Theme 3: Issues of 
Good and Evil  

Theme 4: Issues of 
Human Rights 

Areas of Study 
(three for each 
theme) 

Relationships 
 
Sexual 
Relationships 
 
Issues of 
equality: gender 
prejudice and 
discrimination 

The World 
 
The Origin and 
Value of Human 
Life 
 
Beliefs about 
Death and the 
Afterlife 

Crime and 
punishment  
 
Forgiveness  
 
Good, Evil and 
Suffering 

Human Rights and 
Social Justice 
 
Prejudice and 
Discrimination  
 
Issues of Wealth and 
Poverty 

Concepts  
Learners 
should be able 
to explain and 
apply these 
concepts in 
relation to the 
theme. 
Specifically 
assessed in (a) Qs 

adultery 
divorce 
cohabitation 
commitment 
contraception 
gender equality 
responsibilities 
roles 

afterlife 
environmental 
sustainability 
euthanasia 
evolution 
abortion 
quality of life 
sanctity of life 
soul 

good/evil 
forgiveness 
free will 
justice 
morality 
punishment 
sin 
suffering 

censorship 
discrimination 
extremism 
human rights 
personal 
conviction 
prejudice 
relative and 
absolute poverty 
social justice 
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EXAM TWO: Component 2: Study of Christianity 

Component 2: Study of Christianity (1 hour) 
There will be two sections to this exam, one for Christian beliefs and teachings and one for Christian Practices. Each 
section will consist of a 2 mark question, a 5 mark question, an 8 mark question and a 15 mark question (see exam 
structure section for more detail). This examination is worth 25% of the qualification and is worth 60 marks (plus 6 
for spelling, punctuation and grammar) Spelling, punctuation and grammar marks on question 1(d) ONLY.  

What to Revise 

 Beliefs and Teachings Practices 

Areas of Study The nature of God 
Creation 
Jesus Christ 
Salvation 
The Afterlife 

Forms of Worship 
Sacraments 
Pilgrimage and Celebration 
Christianity in Britain and the 
Church in the Local Community 
The Worldwide Church 

Concepts Learners should be able to 
explain and apply these concepts 

omnipotent 
omnibenevolent 

Trinity 
incarnation 
atonement 

resurrection 
sacraments 
evangelism 

 

https://classroom.google.com/c/ODYwMzEyNDkxMDFa


W
ed

n
es

d
ay

 8
th

 J
u

n
e

 
EXAM THREE: Component 3: Study of a World Faith: Islam 

Component 3: Study of a World Faith: Islam (1 hour) 
There will be two sections to this exam, one for Muslim beliefs and teachings and one for Muslim Practices. Each 
section will consist of a 2 mark question, a 5 mark question, an 8 mark question and a 15 mark question (see exam 
structure section for more detail). This examination is worth 25% of the qualification and is worth 60 marks. There 
are no additional marks available for spelling, grammar and punctuation 
 

What to Revise 

 Beliefs and teachings  Practices  Concepts  
Option 3 
Islam  

The nature of Allah  
Prophethood (Risalah)  
Akhirah (afterlife)  
Foundations of faith 

The Five Pillars of Sunni Islam: practices in 
Britain and elsewhere  
Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam: practices in 
Britain and elsewhere  
Jihad  
The Five Pillars of Sunni Islam: practices in 
Britain and elsewhere  
Festivals and commemorations: practices in 
Britain and elsewhere 

Tawhid 
Prophethood 
Halal (permitted) 
Haram (forbidden) 
Greater/lesser jihad 
Mosque 
Shariah (straight path) 
Ummah 

 

 Structure of exam questions  

 

• 2 mark question – ‘State’. You will need to recall one of the topics key concept words e.g. state what is meant 

by the term stewardship  

• 5 mark question – ‘Describe’. You will need to describe key beliefs, practices or viewpoints from one or two 

religions. E.g. Describe religious beliefs about the sanctity of life  

• 8 mark question – ‘Explain’. You will need to explain, from two different religions or two different religious 

viewpoints (two different views from the same religion e.g. Sunni Muslims and Shi’a Muslims or Catholic 

Christians and Protestant Christians) their beliefs on a topic e.g. ‘Explain from two religious traditions or 

religions, their attitudes towards women leading worship’. Your answer should follow the PEEI (point, explain, 

evidence, impact) structure.  

• 15 mark question – ‘Discuss’. You will need to discuss (provide more than one point of view) on a statement 

that you are presented. E.g. ‘All religious people should disagree with the death penalty’. In your response to 

these questions, you should follow the SONIC structure and you will need to; 

o Ensure that you present more than one point of view  

o Refer to religion and belief in your answer  

o Refer to non-religious views, such as those held by atheists and Humanists in 2D (Life and Death 15 

mark question)   

o Reach a justified conclusion of the strongest argument presented 

 

 The areas that are highlighted in yellow align with the exam boards advanced notice for the 15 mark questions and 
topic which they will assess.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


