
English Language & Literature GCSE Topics and Revision 2022 
 

Revision Materials 

• Y11 English Hub (21-22) Google Classroom (code: yhtbcfg): A variety of revision materials are available for each 
section of the exams including online tutorials, useful websites, practice papers/questions and exemplar answers; 

• A revision booklet has been created for you to use as you see fit – classroom teachers distribute these; 

• The half-termly homework tests recall knowledge and skills taught – make sure you engage with it. 
Date EXAM ONE: Language 
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Language Component 1: Fiction Reading & Creative Writing (1 hour 45 minutes) 

• Section A (Reading Fiction): You will answer 5 questions on one extract from a novel – the extract will be no 
longer than 2 sides of A4.  

• Section B (Creative Writing): You will write your own short story after choosing one of 4 titles provided (it is 
recommended that you use a pre-prepared story which you adapt to the title chosen). 

What to Revise 

Section A 
Know the THREE different question types and look at past papers: 
AO1: Identify Information (Question 1), AO2: Explain, Comment + 
Analyse (Questions 2-4) + AO4: Evaluate (Question 5); revise the 
question structure and parts i.e. overview, spots, comments, 
zooming, subject terms, reader/writer references, tone, structure.  

Section B 
Revise the structure of a story using the story 
arc. Ensure you have 2-3 prepared stories that 
you have worked on. Recap: Figurative devices, 
sensory description, narrative hooks, building 
character, dialogue, sentence variation, 
ambitious punctuation, and precise vocabulary.  
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EXAM TWO: Literature 

Literature: Romeo & Juliet and Blood Brothers (2 hours) 

• Romeo & Juliet: You will answer an extract question based on a scene from the play (20 minutes), and an essay 
question (40 minutes) on a character, theme or relationship.  

• Blood Brothers: You will answer one Source-Based Question which will be focused on a character, theme or 
relationship from the play – responses should cover plot, characters, themes, style, and use quotes. 

What to Revise 
Romeo & Juliet 

Revise: the plot and characters; the key themes; and, the 
language and structural devices relevant to the text. You 
should have a selection of key, universal quotations for 
study and know how to answer extract + essay questions. 

Blood Brothers 
Revise: the plot and characters; the key themes; and, 
the language and structural devices relevant to the 
text. You should have a selection of key, universal 
quotations for study and know the SBQ approach. 
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EXAM THREE: Literature 

Literature: A Christmas Carol and Unseen Poetry (2 hours) 

• A Christmas Carol: You will answer one Source-Based Question which will be focused on a character, theme or 
relationship from the novella – responses should cover plot, characters, themes, style, context and use quotes. 

• Unseen Poetry: You will be asked one question with two parts: Part A and Part B (it is likely to appear as two 
numbered questions). You will be expected to explore one poem in Part A then compare two poems in Part B. 

What to Revise 

A Christmas Carol 
Revise: the context of the novella; the plot and characters; 
the key themes; and, the language and structural devices 
relevant to the text. You should have a selection of key, 
universal quotations for study and know the SBQ approach. 

Unseen Poetry 
How to approach poems and structure poetry 
responses, language devices (including figurative and 
sensory), structure devices (including rhyme/rhythm), 
academic overviews, and compare connectives. 
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EXAM FOUR: Language  
Language Component 2: Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional Writing (2 hours) 

• Section A (Reading Non-Fiction): You will answer six questions based on two extracts of non-fiction writing: one 
will be from the 19th Century and the other will be from the 21st Century. 

• Section B (Transactional Writing): You will be asked to write an article and a formal letter, and should follow 
the conventions of both of those text types.  

What to Revise 
Section A 

Know the FOUR different question types and look at past papers: 
AO1: Identify Information (Questions 1, 3 & 5), AO2: Explain, 
Comment + Analyse (Question 2), AO3: Compare (Question 6) + 
AO4: Evaluate (Question 4); revise the question structure and 
parts i.e. overview, spots, comments, zooming, subject 
terminology, reader/writer references, tone, structure. 

Section B 
Revise the PAF (purpose, audience and format) 
of articles and formal letters. 
Recap: Persuasive techniques, sentence 
variation, ambitious punctuation, lively 
openings, figurative devices and precise 
vocabulary.  

 

https://classroom.google.com/w/NjEyOTUyMDUzMDFa/t/all

