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Areas of Focus

The Curriculum we offer and how we assess

How we set Targets

Student Tracking

Feedback and Information



What has the curriculum focus been 
this term? 

• Careful planning of lockdown curriculum focused on 
essential knowledge and the material that was most 
accessible whilst working independently. 

• Since September, staff have been teaching new material so 
that all students have the same starting point. 

• Quality first teaching is the priority.

• Staff have focused on teaching the ‘harder’ concepts upon 
our return to school and filling any ‘gaps’.



What has the curriculum focus been 
this term? 

• Deliberate choice to teach, not test, on our return to school

• Subjects are interleaving topics that may not be secure. Content that 
might have been ‘lost’ will be covered in quizzes and revisited/revised 
later in the term.

• All Option subjects are in specialist rooms. No reduction in 
curriculum.



Broad and balanced curriculum

Art and design Creative Computing and Media

Design and Technology English

Education for Life (EfL) French or Spanish

Geography History

Maths Music 

PE RS

Science

5

Students will study these subjects throughout Years 7 to 9



English Baccalaureate

• The collective name for a suite of subjects:
• English

• Mathematics

• Science

• Humanities (Geography/History)

• Modern Languages (ie French/Spanish)

• Government intention that ultimately 90% of all students will study the 
‘EBacc’ through to Year 11

• Vast majority of students at CHSL already do – 90% of current Year 11 for 
example 6



What additional support will Year 8 
receive this year?

• All students will receive ‘Even Better If’ feedback and teachers will 
adjust their teaching to clarify and secure knowledge gaps. 

• All students at risk of not achieving their targets will receive high 
quality in-lesson interventions.

• Small group interventions, post period 5, in English and Maths as part 
of the Tutoring Programme. 

• Support Room for Key Stage 3

• Support from Tutors and ESWs as required.



How we assess Learning

By providing lots of opportunities for students 
to show what they are good at during lessons

Through two Student Tracking Windows, when 
we check understanding with brief ‘tests’, in 
classrooms



Assessment throughout the year is Formative

•Students receive ‘next steps’ advice, following high 
quality teaching, to help them improve:

•verbal feedback

•written feedback in books

•written feedback on tests



Targets in Year 8
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How are Year 8 targets set?

• Appropriate individual student target in each subject

• Derived from Subject teams’ professional judgement and 

benchmarked against previous years

• Students have an end of year target during each year of 

KS3 and a GCSE target in KS4

• Challenging but achievable
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Defining Good Progress

Key Messages

• Year 8 targets describe where students need to reach by the end of Year 
8 to be making good progress towards GCSE success

• Targets are never a limit to the progress students can make

• Achieving target is the minimum expectation
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How does the 9-1 grading system work?

‘old’ GCSE ‘new’ GCSE

A*
7, 8 or 9

A

B 6

5
C

4

D
3

E

F 2

G 1

U 0



Defining Good Progress

Each subject has a “flight path” with the stages students need to reach by 

the end of Year 7, 8 and 9 in order to get to their Year 11 targets for each 

subject.
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Defining Good Progress

• Each grade has been split into three sections:

• Upper

• Middle

• Lower 

• 5U

• 5M

• 5L
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An Example Subject
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Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 KS4

4L 5U 6U 9

4L 5U 6M 8

3M 4M 5M 7

3L 4L 5L 6

2U 3M 4M 5

2M 3L 3M 4

2L 2M 2U 3

1L 1M 1U 2

W W W 1
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Year 8 targets for an example student

8



Targets cannot be compared between 
subjects at Key Stage 3

• Can’t compare the Year 8 KS3 targets from different subjects

• Lower target in Year 8 could be a higher target at the end of Year 11

• Each subject has their own bespoke flight path
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Same likely GCSE target – different 
flightpath

19
School Year

Ta
rg

et

Subject A

Subject A – Students have some knowledge 
and skills in this subject from KS2 and these 
are added to over time

Subject B – Students may not have studied 
this subject at KS2 and knowledge and skills 
are increased over time

Subject B

Subject C

Subject C – Students may not have studied 
this subject at KS2 and knowledge and skills 
build gradually at the start and then more 
rapidly7 8 9

Likely target at Year 10



Targets from Year 10 onwards

• We will review GCSE targets at the start of students’ Year 10

• Subject Leaders will use the students’ progress in Key Stage 3 to ensure 
that these targets are challenging yet achievable
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The Key Messages:

• KS3 targets between subjects cannot be compared

• Likely GCSE targets are not limits – we encourage students to exceed 
them and many do

• Year 8 targets describe where students need to reach by the end of Year 8 
to be making good progress towards GCSE success
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Student Tracking Windows
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Two Student Tracking Windows

ST1 - 6th December – 17th December

ST2 - 9th May – 20th May



Why Student Tracking Windows?

To help students to learn how to:
•Organise their time constructively preparing for 

the tests
• Retain key facts
•Manage their time during a test
• Check their work effectively

To inform teacher planning and judgements of 
progress



Students and Parents/Carers 
will be issued with a Timetable 
for each Student Tracking 
window



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  

Period 1
Maths 

Science  45m

RS  30m 

English 35m 

Period 2 History

Art

Maths 

Geography 

30m 

Science 45m 

Geography 30m

RS  30m 

Period 3
Spanish/ 

French
Art Science 45m

Science 45m 

Geography 30m 

Period 4 English 35m 

Period 5

Art  

Geography 

30m
RS  30m

Art 

Geography 

30m 

Science 45m Geography 30m 



To help students to learn how to organise 
their time constructively, in preparing for the 
tests, each subject will provide revision 
guidance.



xxx

xxx

Subject Topics

English

Language: Revise using your yellow exercise book. Revise the PAF (purpose, audience and format) of each 

writing type. Practise posing and planning responses (annotate your response using the taught 

key/checklist when done). Complete VSSSP revision and checks – it accounts for a portion of the marks.

Literature: Revise using your yellow exercise book. Revise any prose extracts you have explored including 

from the ‘Extreme Island’ unit. Revise past papers/exemplar answers from your books. Use spot-comment-

zoom to respond.

Maths

Place value, written calculations and order of operations. Pictograms and Bar charts. Properties of 2D 

shapes. Coordinates. Factors, multiples and primes. Equivalent fractions and fractions of amounts. Ratio 

notation. Form and simplify algebraic expressions. 

Calculations with decimals. Order of operations, powers and roots. Calculations with negatives. Form 

algebraic expressions. Use ratio notation. Bar charts and pie charts. Properties of 2D shapes. Form and 

solve equations. Proportion and value for money.

Science Revise topics from the skills unit: hazard symbols, equipment, using the Bunsen burner and variables.

Geography
Students will be assessed on the topics 'Where are We' including Physical and Human Geography, the 

location of key physical and human features of the British Isles, The Geography of Cheshire and 

Leftwich. The key features shown on maps and the use of maps studied so far in 'Map Skills'.

History
Everything you have studied this year so far (the Tudors and Elizabeth). Use your books and Knowledge 

Organisers to revise.

French
Revise introductions / birthdays / ages / animals / family members / where you live (incl. countries and 

nationalities.)

Spanish Revise introductions / descriptions / birthdays / pets and colours / free time activities



Feedback and Information
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Support and Intervention after ST1 Mock 
Exams

• Teachers will carefully analyse results to highlight any 
gaps in students’ learning

• Future lessons, or parts of lessons, will be designed to 
fill those gaps





How we will communicate progress to 
parents/carers during Year 8

Following each Student Tracking window a report is issued

1. W/b 17th January - ST1 Report (T+, T, T-)

2. W/b 27th June - ST2 Report  (Grade)





Online Mid-Year Reviews

•19th January 2022 or

•26th January 2022

How we will communicate progress to 
parents/carers during Year 8



Via the SIMS Parent App, we will provide you with information :

How we will communicate progress to 
parents/carers during Year 8





















If you would like to sign up for the SIMS 
app, please take a letter which explains 
how to join.

A parental questionnaire will
appear as a message on the SIMS
App at 20.00.



The Importance of Literacy

Ms S Thornton – Whole-School Literacy
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TUTOR TIME LITERACY PROGRAMME
2021 - 2022



WHY IS READING IMPORTANT?

‘Pupils who can read are overwhelmingly more likely to succeed at school, achieve good 

qualifications, and subsequently enjoy a fulfilling and rewarding career.’
From Reading: The Next Steps, DfE, 2015

‘The best way to promote this development is by instilling in children a passion for 

reading. Children who love reading will read more and, over time, choose literature 

which is more demanding and suitably stretching. It creates a virtuous circle: as the 

amount a child reads increases, their reading attainment improves, which in 

turn encourages them to read more. All reading makes a difference, but evidence 

suggests that reading for pleasure makes the most.’
From Reading: The Next Steps, DfE, 2015

‘Of the subjects taught in school, reading is the first among equals – the most singular in importance 

because all others rely on it. Excellence in almost any academic subject requires strong reading.’
Reading Reconsidered, by D. Lemov, C. Driggs and E. Woolway



BENEFITS OF READING FOR PLEASURE

• Link between reading engagement 

and reading attainment

• Improved vocabulary 

• Better general knowledge

• Understanding of grammar

• Improves spelling skills

• Improves writing abilities

• Works on mathematical skill

• Better academic performance

• Develops empathy for others 

• Develops understanding of 

emotions and have the vocabulary 

to discuss these

• Promotes a better understanding of 

the world 

• Develops self and social identities



•So reading for pleasure matters. 

•It is the foundation for success at school and 

beyond.



DEAR 2021 - 2022

• Completed once a week in Y7, 8 and 9

• Each tutor group will have a shared reading book to 
be read by their tutor

• Books rotate termly (3 books read over the year) 

• Book choices have ‘cultural capital’ – e.g. LGBTQ+, 
BAME, other cultures, mental health, disabilities, 
significant historical links, etc.

• ‘Star’ reading guests to feature regularly.



WEEKLY LITERACY AND 
NUMERACY CHALLENGES 

Why?

Literacy:

Focusing on broadening vocabulary improves 

reading comprehension, makes you a deeper 

thinker who can express yourself fluently and 

thereby be academically successful.

Numeracy:

Numeracy is recognised as a key skill that is 

important for future employment opportunities. 

Evidence shows that strong numeracy skills are a 

greater benefit to life chances than good literacy 

skills!





HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY CHILD?

• Research shows that parents have an important role to play in developing a love of reading. One way you can help 

with this is to explore different texts with your child: magazines, blog posts, novels, online articles.

Having books, magazines and other texts at 
home makes a difference to children’s 
interest in reading and their achievement.

Exploring your local library is a great way 
to bring new texts into the home at no 
cost to you and it allows your child to 
encounter a variety of text types.

None of us like everything we 
read; it’s important for us to be 
open about that with our children

Reading isn’t confined to the pages of a book. 

Remember that when your child reads the 

internet, instructions, recipes etc they are still 

reading – in fact they’re reading purposefully. 

Have you seen the ‘Turn the Subtitles On’ 

campaign? Research shows that turning the 

subtitles on the TV can have a significant 

impact on young people’s reading skills. 

Research has found that audiobooks can 
improve children’s reading skills and 
enjoyment of reading as well as their 
mental wellbeing. If your child is reluctant 
to read a book, you could offer them an 
audiobook



The Importance of Numeracy

Mrs L Measures – Assistant Principal
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Numeracy means understanding how maths is used in the real world and being able to 
apply it to make the best possible decisions.

We use numeracy in every aspect of our lives at work and in practical everyday 
activities at home and beyond. We use numeracy when we go shopping or plan a 
holiday, decide on a mortgage or decorate a room.

Our confidence and ability with numbers impacts us financially, socially, and 
professionally. It even affects our health and wellbeing. 

Poor numeracy can affect people’s confidence and self-esteem. It also has a massive 
effect on the economy of the country; an estimated £20.2 billion is lost to the UK 
through poor numeracy skills.

WHAT IS NUMERACY?



When do we use numeracy?

At Work

In practical everyday activities at home and beyond

As Consumers

In managing our finances

As Parents

As patients making sense of health information

As citizens understanding the world about us

EXAMPLES OF WHEN WE MAY USE NUMERACY?



WHY IS NUMERACY IMPORTANT?

Being numerate is essential for all pupils enabling them to access several key areas of the 
curriculum, and for day to day life in the world outside school. 

Strong numeracy skills are key to securing the best college places and workplace 
opportunities.

Numeracy is a life skill. Being numerate goes beyond simply 'doing sums'; it means 
having the confidence and competence to use numbers and think mathematically in 
everyday life. 



NUMERACY ACROSS THE CURRICULUM



At The County High School Leftwich numeracy is embedded into 
all subjects, not just mathematics. 

English Poem structures

Geography Reading a map, bearings, statistical measures.

History Interpreting data and sources

Music Patterns in rhythm

Art and Photography Symmetry

D&T Trigonometry to work out angles, angle properties

Food Preparation and Nutrition Ratio of ingredients

Science Plotting graphs

PE Orienteering, percentages, time calculations.

RS Calculating donations from different religions

CCM Coding, Properties of geometric shapes

EfL Budgeting

Languages Calculations in different languages



HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY CHILD?

•Look at graphs and charts online, on TV or in the newspaper and discuss the results.

•Discuss articles in the newspaper. Consider the numerical evidence, interpret graphs and tables.

•Follow a recipe independently.

•Research best deals when planning a large purchase such as mobile phone tariffs/contracts or entertainment 

packages – comparison websites.

•Calculate total costs for items being purchased online.

•Plan meals for the week using a set budget using online grocery stores to find prices.

•Positive attitude towards mathematics

•Fluent in times tables, can they quickly recall 6 x 7 or 8 x 9?



Useful websites

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/helping-children-
maths/family-maths-toolkit

https://www.timestables.co.uk/

https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/helping-children-maths/family-maths-toolkit
https://www.timestables.co.uk/


Supporting Students to have a Joyous and 
Rewarding Year 8 

Mrs K Berry (Year 8 Learning Leader)
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Every word, every 
action, everyday 

YEAR 8’s 



SEND 
Teaching & Learning 

Assistants
School Counsellor

School Nurse  

Year Tutors
Year Leader 

ESW 



Well-being and Support  



Tutor Time Programme 



Assembly focus 



Character Journey  
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Being Ready to learn

Being Respectful and safe

Embracing opportuniites



Punctuality 

Mins late per 
day 

during the 
school 
Year. 

Days lost of 
learning 

in the school 
year. 

5 mins 3.4 days 
10 mins 6.9 days 

15 mins 10.3 days 
 

GOOD ATTENDANCE 



One person, all people 

School Community 







Preparing for student tracking exams 
1. 6th December 2021 
2. 9th May 2022



Subject Tracking Preparation 

EAT WELL, SLEEP WELL
READ THROUGH 

YOUR BOOKS 
Look at the work you 

have completed. Practice 
answering exam 

questions if you can. Use 
GC to remind yourself of 

lessons.  

Certain foods can boost your 
brainpower. Cut out too much 
sugar. You should aim to get at 

least 9 hours sleep a night. 

Vary your revision 
techniques

Find a quiet spot or select a 
quiet time away from 

distractions. Avoid going on 
your phone. 

Work out how much time you can 
reasonably dedicate to revision each 

week. Don’t set targets that you can’t 
achieve. Prioritise those subjects that 

need extra work. 

Talking through what you have 
learned is really helpful. Maybe 
quiz or set each other revision 

tasks too. 

Cramming it all in at once is stressful 
and has limited success. Think about 

how you might plan the weeks 
leading up to the exams. 

Yes, it’s possible to work too hard. 
Remember to enjoy you’re the 
things you normally do. Take 

regular breaks. And keep talking . 
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