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At The County High School, Leftwich we are committed to working together to provide an 
inspirational and exciting learning environment for all our students.  We believe that students should 
feel safe, happy and valued so that they gain a respectful, caring attitude towards each other and 
the environment. 
 
This Accessibility Plan is drawn up in compliance with current legislation and requirements as 
specified in Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010, which relates to Disability. The Academy 
Governors, via the Resources’ Committee, are accountable for  ensuring  the implementation, review 
and reporting of progress  of the Accessibility Plan over the prescribed period. 
 
The Equality Act 2010 replaced all existing equality legislation, including the Disability Discrimination 
Act 1995. The effect in law is the same as in the past, which means that ‘schools cannot unlawfully 
discriminate against pupils because of sex, race, disability, religion or belief and sexual orientation’. 
 
According to the Equality Act 2010, a person has a disability if: 
 

a. He or she has a physical or mental impairment, and 
b. The impairment has a substantial and long term adverse effect on his or ability to carry out 

normal day to day activities. 
 
This Accessibility Plan is structured to complement and support the Academy’s existing policies, 
including the Single Equality Scheme and the Additional and Special Education Needs Policy. The 
Academy understands that its activities may be monitored under the Equality Act 2010 (and in 
particular Schedule 10 regarding Accessibility) by outside agencies such as the Local Authority etc. 
 

Objectives 
 
The County High School, Leftwich is proud to be a fully inclusive Academy and is committed to 
providing an environment that enables full curriculum access that values and includes all students 
regardless of their education, physical, emotional or cultural needs. We are committed to taking 
positive action in the spirit of the Equality Act 2010 with regard to disability and to enhance the 
culture of inclusion. 
 
The County High School, Leftwich Accessibility Plan indicates how access is to be improved for any 
disabled students, staff and visitors to the Academy within a given time-frame and anticipating the 
need to make reasonable adjustments to accommodate their needs where practicable. 
 
The Accessibility Plan contains relevant and timely actions to:- 
 

 Increase access to the curriculum for students with a physical disability and/or sensory 
impairments, expanding the curriculum as necessary to ensure that students with a disability 
are as equally prepared for life as the able-bodied students; (if a school fails to do this they 
are in breach of their duties under the Equalities Act 2010); this covers teaching and the 
wider curriculum including enrichment activities and Educational Visits and Trips. It also 
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covers the provision of specialist or auxiliary aids and equipment, which may assist students 
in accessing the curriculum within a reasonable timeframe. 

 

 Improve and maintain access to the physical environment of the Academy, adding specialist 
facilities where practical and reasonable- this covers improvements to the physical 
environment of the Academy and physical aids to access education within a reasonable 
timeframe; 
 

 Improve the delivery of written information to students, staff, parents and visitors with 
disabilities; examples might include handouts, time-tables , textbooks and information about 
the Academy and Academy events; the information should be made available in various 
preferred formats within a reasonable timeframe; 
 

The County High School Accessibility Plan relates to the key aspects of physical environment, 
curriculum and communicated information. 
 
The need to continue to raise awareness of staff and Governors with reference to the Equality Act 
2010 is recognised and will be addressed. 
 
The Accessibility Plan should be read in conjunction with the following Academy policies:- 
 

 The Single Equality Scheme 

 Additional and Special Educational Needs Policy 

 Health and Safety Policy 
 
The Accessibility Plan for physical accessibility relates to the Academy Access Audit of the Academy, 
which remains the responsibility of the Governing Body. It may not be feasible, practical or 
reasonable to undertake all of the works within the life of this Accessibility Plan and therefore some 
items may be pursued in other subsequent plans. The Access Audit will be completed by the 
Academy prior to the end of each period covered within this Plan in order to inform the 
development of a new Accessibility Plan for the ongoing period. 
 
Equality Impact Assessments are undertaken as and when Academy policies are reviewed.  All 
policies will include the need to consider Equality and Diversity as required by the Equality Act 2010. 
 
  
  



The County High School, Leftwich Accessibility Plan  

 

The County High Scool, Leftwich Accessibility Plan will be published on the Academy website. 

The Accessibility Plan will be monitored through the Governor Resources’ Committee. 

 

 

Approved May 2019 

 

 

It is a requiremnt that the Academy’s Accessibility Plan is resourced, implementented reviewed and 

revised as necessary and reported on annually. Attached is a set of action plans highlighting how the 

Academy will address the priorities as identified within the Academy Access Audit. 

The priotities for the Accessibility Plan for the Academy were identified by:- 

 The Governing Body 

 The Principal 

 The Head of Finance & Premises 

 The Site Manager 
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ACCESSIBILITY PLAN 

An Access Audit was carried out by the Site Manager and Head of Finance in September 2020. This Audit should be read in conjunction with the 

Accessibility Plan. A number of recommendations were made as follows:- 

Access Audit Ref Item Activity Timescale Cost/Complete 
1.4 Approach routes Uneven path leading to reception to be 

relaid 
07/2019 Complete 8/2019 

1.7 Approach routes Warning markers need to be added to 
the columns 

10/2021  

2.2 Car Parking New signs required 07/2019 Complete 08/2019 

4.1 External steps Need repainting-nosings On-going Complete 08/2020 

4.6 External steps Need repainting-nosings  On-Going Complete 08/2020 

5.8 Entrances New phone entry system required 02/2021  

5.10 Entrances One area missing an Entrance Mat 2/2018 Complete 05/2018 

6.5 Reception Induction Loop required at Reception 2/2018 Complete 05/2018 

10.3 Internal Stairs Rolling programme in place to identify 
nosings 

On-Going Complete 08/2020 

13.7 WC Facilities Back rest for WC needs purchasing Summer 2021  

13.10 WC Facilities Corded alarm needs installing Summer 2019 Complete 7/2019 

14.4 Facilities Induction loop required in Canteen 02/2021  

14.5 Facilities Appropriate seating for wheelchair users 
will be integrated when new canteen is 
configured 

Summer 2020  

14.6 Facilities Induction Loop required in the Library 02/2018 Complete 05/2018 



14.7 Facilities Height adjustable desk will be purchased 
when necessary 

When required  

15.1 Way Finding/Signage Braille signs required for Academy lay 
out 

Summer 2021  

15.2 Way Finding/Signage Braille signs required externally Summer 2021  

15.4 Way Finding/Signage New signs required to identify each level 
of the Academy 

Summer 2021  

16.6 Lighting Induction Loop required for the Hall Summer 2021  
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Question                                                                                                                 Yes/No                                                                           Details            

Checklist 1- Approach Routes + Street Environment 
1.1 Is the Academy within convenient walking distance of:- 

 Public Highways and Pathways? 

 Public Transport e.g. Bus Stops 

 Car Parking (For Car Parking refer to Checklist 2 

Yes  

1.2 Route free of kerbs? Do crossings on approach have 
sloping paving. If there are pedestrian crossings, do these 
have assistance to aid people who are Deaf or Blind? 

N/A  

1.3 Wide enough? Is the pathway wide enough for 
wheelchair users? Can two wheelchairs pass? Is the 
pathway free from foliage? 

Yes  

1.4 Are the surfaces even and free from cracks and gaps 
that could trap the wheels of a wheel chair? 
 

Yes  

1.5 Does the Academy have adequate location signs? 
 

Yes  

1.6 Are the pathways clear of obstructions and hazards? 
 

Yes  

1.7 Do the pathways have columns? If so are they 
highlighted and marked accordingly? 
 

No Warning markers need to be added to the 
columns 

1.8 Are there any seats on the pathways  
 

N/A  

 

 

 



Checklist 2 Car Parking 
2.1 Are Accessible Bays provided for Badge Holders Yes  

2.2 Are Accessible Bays clearly sign-posted from the 
Academy’s car park entrance? Are there signs to the front 
of the bays? 

No New signs required 

2.3 Are bays marked out and easily identifiable? Is there 
sufficient space to allow disabled drivers and passengers 
to transfer to a wheel chair parked alongside? 

Yes  

2.4 Is the car park close enough to the Academy entrance 
to allow easy access? 

Yes  

2.5 Are the routes from the Car Park free from hazards 
and obstructions? Are the route surfaces even and free 
from cracks? 

Yes  

2.6 Are any walking routes provided to assist with persons 
or people who are hearing impaired ? 

N/A  

Checklist 3 Ramps 
3.1 Are Ramps wide enough and not too steep? Is there 
any colour contrast on the ramps 

Yes/Yes  

3.2 Does the ramp have hand rails on each side? Yes  

3.3 Are the ramps free from cracks and obstacles? Yes  

3.4 Are the ramp edges protected to prevent accidents? N/A  

Checklist 4 External Steps 
4.1 Are there visual and tactile warnings at the top and 
bottom of steps? 

No Need repainting 

4.2 Are the handrails on each side and are they in good 
condition? 

Yes  

4.3 Is there suitable lighting which illuminates the steps? Yes  

4.4 Are the steps the same length/long enough? Yes  

 



4.5 Are there risers? If so are they the same height and 
unlikely to trip users? Are there open risers 

Yes/No  

4.6 Are nosings readily identifiable? Are they painted and 
if so is the paint still sufficiently visible ? 

No Need repainting 

Checklist 5 Entrances 
5.1 Are the main Academy entrances  easily located? Is the 
entrance clearly distinguishable? 

Yes  

5.2 Is the door-opening sufficiently wide enough to 
accommodate wheel chairs? Is there enough room for a 
wheel chair user to open the door and remain clear of the 
door swing? 

Yes  

5.3 Is the door threshold sufficiently level? Yes  

5.4 If there are steps to the Main Entrance, are there signs 
to indicate where the accessible entrance is? 

Yes  

5.5 Can people each side of the door see each other? Yes  

5.6 Is the door control at a suitable height for both 
standing and sitting users? Are door handles easily 
located? 

Yes  

5.7 Are the door closers sufficiently tensioned to allow 
single hand opening? 

Yes  

5.8 Are entry phones suitable for use by people with 
sensory or mobility issues? Is there a display to alert 
people with hearing impairments? 

No New phone entry system required 

5.9 Are glazed doors appropriately  marked for safety and 
visibility 

Yes  

5.10 Is the weather mat level with the floor? Yes/No One area missing 

 

 



 

Checklist 6 Reception Areas  
6.1 Is there a clear view in from outside? Can staff see 
visitors and offer assistance if required? 

Yes  

6.2 Is the entrance hall sufficiently illuminated? Yes  

6.3 Is the reception desk easily approached? Yes  

6.4 Are the floors free from cracks? Are the floors level? Yes  

6.5 Is there an induction loop fitted? Are the Office staff 
aware of the facility and how to use it? 

No Induction Loop required 

 

Checklist 7 Corridors 
7.1 Are corridors wide enough for wheelchair use? Yes  

7.2 Are corridors free from obstructions and if there are 
obstructions, are they colour contrasted to assist visually 
impaired people? 

Yes  

7.3 Are the key areas of the school accessible for all users? 
I.e. the Hall, the Gym etc. 

Yes  

7.4 Are corridor floors suitable for wheel chair use? Are 
the floors neutral  enough so as to assist a visually 
impaired person? 

Yes  

7.5 Are corridor floors distinguishable from skirting 
boards?  

Yes  

7.6 Are corridor floors slip resistant? Yes  

 

Checklist 8 Internal Doors 
8.1 Are internal doors distinguishable? Yes  



8.2 Can people each side of the door see each other? Yes  

 
 
8.3 Is the door-opening sufficiently wide enough to 
accommodate wheel chairs? Is there enough room for a 
wheel chair user to open the door and remain clear of the 
door swing? 

 
 
Yes 

 

8.4 Are any door controls at a height suitable for seated  
users? Are door handles clearly distinguishable from the 
door itself? 

Yes  

8.5 Are the door closers sufficiently tensioned to allow 
single hand opening? 

Yes  

 

Checklist 9 Internal Ramps 
9.1 Are ramps available for short rises on a single floor? N/A  

9.2 Are ramps wide enough and not too steep? N/A  

9.3 Are ramps protected at the side? N/A  

9.4 Do the ramps have handrails? N/A  

 

Checklist 10 Internal Stairs 
10.1 Are treads the same length? Yes  

10.2 Are risers shallow enough and not a trip hazard? Yes  

10.3 Are nosings identifiable No Rolling renewal programme in place 

10.4 Are there handrails on each side and suitably 
contrasted? 

Yes  

10.5 Are any landings provided in a long flight? Yes  
 



 

 

Checklist 11 Lifts 
11.1 Are passengers lifts available? N/A N/A 

 

Checklist 12 Changing Areas 
12.1 Are the changing areas doors easy to open? Yes  

12.2 Are floors slip resistant? Yes Within Key areas 

12.3 Are all fittings easily distinguishable? Yes  

12.4 Are compartment doors easily operated? Yes  

12.5 Are any WC facilities easily distinguishable? Yes  

12.6 Is there a grab rail provided? Yes  

12.7 Are the shower facilities easy to access for disabled 
people? 

Yes  

 

Checklist 13 WC Facilities 
13.1 Is the WC large enough to allow for transfer aided 
and unaided? 

Yes  

13.2 Are lever-style taps provided? Yes  

13.3 Is the distance to the WC no greater than that for 
able-bodied people? 

Yes  

13.4 Is there sufficient space available outside the WC to 
allow easy manoeuvrability and does it open outwards? 

Yes  

13.5 Are hand-washing and dry facilities within easy reach 
of someone seated on the WC? Is the hand-basin 
positioned in accordance with BS8300 

Yes  



13.6 Are door controls easily operated? Is there a grab rail 
available? Is the grab rail easily distinguishable? 

Yes  

13.7 Is there a back-rest provided to the toilet pan? No Back rest needs purchasing 

13.8 Is the flush of a spatula type and on the side of the 
toilet pan? 

Yes  

13.9 Is the transfer side of the toilet kept clear of obstacles 
so as to aid easy transfer from a wheelchair? 

Yes  

13.10 Is there a corded alarm with two triangular bangles 
and easy to reach from the Floor? 

No Need to install  

13.11 Does the Fire alarm ring in the WC? Yes  

 

Checklist 14 Facilities 
14.1 Are seats provided where waiting is likely? Is there 
space for a wheelchair user to sit alongside a seated 
companion? 

Yes  

14.2 Are chairs with armrests provided in the staff-room or 
meeting areas? 

Yes  

14.3 Are chairs with arm rests available if required? Yes  

14.4 Do dining room counters have provision for 
wheelchair users? Is there an induction loop to 
accommodate hearing aid users? 

No Induction loop required 
Will integrate when new canteen configured 

14.5 Does the dining room have appropriate seating to 
accommodate wheelchair users? 

No Will integrate when new canteen configured 

14.6 is there a dropped counter and induction loop in the 
Library? 

No Induction Loop required 

14.7 Are classroom desks height adjustable? No Will purchase when necessary 

14.8 Is there a procedure in place for wheelchair users 
who are required in the Hall? 

Yes  

 



 

 

Checklist 15 Way Finding/Signage 
15.1 Is the school layout reasonably clear? Are there any 
signs in Braille? 

Yes/No Braille signs required 

15.2 Are signs designed to accommodate visitors with 
impaired vision? 

No Braille signs required 

15.3 Are the locations of WC intended for disabled users 
easily identified and located?  

Yes  

15.4 Is each level of the Academy clearly identifiable? No New signs required 

15.5 Are any lifts clearly signposted?  N/A  

 

 

Checklist 16 Lighting 
16.1 Is lighting sufficient for intended use? Are lights 
positioned where they do not cause glare, reflection or 
confusing shadows? 

Yes  

16.2 Are light switches suitably colour contrasted and 
suitably positioned for wheelchair use? 

N/A  

16.3 Are classrooms appropriately illuminated and is glare 
avoided which can hinder hearing impaired people? 

Yes  

16.4 Are noisy areas separated from quiet areas? N/A  

16.5 Is there a good contrast between soft and hard 
surfaces? 

N/A  

16.6 Are induction loops fitted in key areas? No Induction Loop required for the Hall 

 



 

Checklist 17 Means of Escape 
17.1 Is the audible alarm supplemented via a visual aid? Yes In key areas 

17.2 Are all ground floor exit routes accessible to all 
including wheelchair users? 

Yes  

17.3 Can a wheelchair user safely get to the fire evacuation 
point? 

Yes  

17.4 Is there a fire-protected lift? N/A  

17.5 Do reception staff inform all visitors of the Fire exits 
and confirm this to disabled or visually impaired 
staff/students/visitors? 

Yes  

 

Checklist 18 Building Management 

18.1 Are all external routes kept clean and clear of 
obstacles? 

Yes  

18.2 Are designated spaces for disabled drivers kept clean 
and clear of obstacles 

Yes  

18.3 Are means of escape checked regularly for freedom 
of obstacles?  

Yes  

18.4 Are Lifts checked regularly? N/A  

18.5 Are the emergency lights tested regularly? Yes  

Checklist Completed by 
 
Darryl Boylan 

Name Darryl Boylan 
 

Checklist Checked By 
 
John Simms 

Name John Simms 

Date 28/9/2020 
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