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Dear Parents 
 
Most of this Handbook is directed towards students because we believe it is vital that they should understand as fully 
as possible the nature and implications of the decisions they now need to make. Obviously these are decisions they 
cannot make on their own. They will need help and advice from you, from their tutors, their subject teachers and 
others, such as the Connexions staff. 
 
You will have the opportunity for discussion with subject teachers. We would like you to read this handbook 
thoroughly and discuss it at home before you decide on your final requests. 
 
The school has to work within its resources. Whilst we are usually able to meet requests, this may not always be 
possible. Where, because of low demand or, for other reasons, difficulties arise, we will explain the situation to your 
child and try to make sensible and helpful suggestions about alternatives. Naturally we would like to give all pupils 
their choices provided these are sensible and we will do our best to come as near to this ideal as is possible. 
 
                                                  
 
J Brandreth 
Headteacher 

 
January 2009 
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The Upper School Courses 

 
The Core 
 
All students will study a ‘core’ of subjects in Years 10 and 11…. 
 
�  English (GCSE) 

�  Mathematics (GCSE) 

�  Science (1,2 or 3 GCSEs) 

�  ECM 

�  ICT (ECDL – Vocational Qualification) 

�  Physical Education (Entry Level Certificate) 

�  Religious Studies  (GCSE) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pathways 
 
In addition to the core, in Years 10 and 11 you will take other courses.  These 
are subjects you request to study: they make it possible for you to increase the 
shape of your upper school timetable so that it suits your skills and interests.  
You will need to think carefully about these requests and the information in 
this booklet is here to help you.   
 
Before you can choose individual subjects, you have to choose your preferred 
KS4 pathway. This booklet needs to be read in conjunction with the Electives 
Form which gives details of the three pathways available and the different 
choices/decisions to be made within each pathway. 
 
Meeting your requests for courses 
 
You should make your choices very carefully, but you must realise you are 
making requests. You are asking to be allowed to follow courses in the 
subjects you choose. Sometimes students make requests for a subject in 
which they are not really interested and at which they are not very good.  
Sometimes the mixture of subjects is ill-advised. In rare cases a course is 
either too popular or not popular enough to be viable. 
If any of these apply, we may not be able to give you a place on all the 
courses you choose.  If your request cannot be met you will be seen by a 
member of staff.  No new decisions will be taken without asking you to 
discuss the changes with your parents 
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Choosing ‘Electives’ – Essential Dates    
 
 
Monday 12 January  
 
Electives Forms Issued. 
 
Tuesday 20 January 
 
‘Electives Evening’ (7.00 p.m. in the Assembly Hall) – an opportunity for parental discussion with Senior Staff and briefings by Subject Leaders. 
 
February 
 
Subject Assemblies – members of staff to talk about their subjects in Years 10 and 11. 
Students to use www.fast-tomato.com to look at some of the career implications of the subject combinations they might like to choose. 
 
Early March 
 
Tutor Interviews – an opportunity for students to talk through their choices with their Tutor. 
 
Monday 9 March 
 
Deadline for the submission of  Electives Forms. 
 
June 
 
Interviews with Mr Hill – to confirm choice of courses for Years 10 and 11. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE (WJEC) - Mr R Warburton 
 

English is compulsory in Years 10 and 11 because it is essential that you 
develop both your understanding of what you hear and read and your ability 
to express yourself. The course continues what you have studied in the lower 
school but in a way which will offer greater challenges. 
 

You will learn to develop: 
 

�  a good understanding of the spoken word and the ability to express 
yourselves effectively in a variety of speaking and listening activities.  

�  the ability to read, understand and respond to all types of writing.  You 
will be studying prose, poetry and drama texts from pre-and post-1900 as 
well as Shakespeare. Media and non-fiction texts will also form an 
integral part of the course. 

�  the ability to construct and convey meaning through written language 
using correct grammar, standard English and matching style to audience 
and purpose. 

The skills to be emphasised will be: 

�  communicating accurately, clearly and logically.  

�  writing imaginatively and expressively so as to explore your feelings and 
perceptions and those of other people. 

You will have experience of writing reports, pamphlets, articles, essays, 
stories, poems and be able to answer questions about different types of 
writing.  Homework will be set regularly, involving preparation and 
completion of coursework and examination tasks.  This will be approximately 
1 to 2 hours per week. 

�  40% of the final mark will be made up of coursework including oral 
assessments, the majority of which will be completed in Year 10. 

�  60% will be by final examination - the main area of focus in Year 11. 

�  All sets will be entered for the examination in November 2010. English 
Literature will then be the focus for Year 11, to be examined in Summer 
2011. 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE (WJEC) 
 
The Literature aspect of the course (for which you can receive an additional 
GCSE certificate) complements and supports the Language. The emphasis 
here is on the enjoyment and appreciation of plays, prose and poetry. These 
texts will be chosen to suit your abilities and, in Year 10 particularly, will be 
wide-ranging. 
 
The final exam is 70% of the total mark and for this you will be studying a 
novel and a play in depth, as well as doing poetry appreciation. 
 
The coursework for Literature is worth 30% of the final mark and will 
include assignments on other texts apart from those studied for the exam. 
 
You will be encouraged to develop: 

 

�  the ability to read, understand and respond to all types of literary text, and 
to appreciate the ways in which authors achieve their effects. 

�  a good awareness of personal, social and cultural influences in the study 
of literature. 

For both examinations there are two tiers of entry:  Foundation (Grades G - 
C) and Higher (Grades D – A*).  Your teacher will make the choice based on 
which exam is most suitable for you. 
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MATHEMATICS (AQA) - Mr M Broomhall  
 

The foundations for this course will have been firmly laid down during the 
first three years at this school.  The course will commence in the week 
beginning 18th May. 
 

AQA GCSE Modular Mathematics 4307 
 
All pupils will study GCSE Modular Mathematics (4307) and will be entered for 
the appropriate tier of entry :- 
Foundation (Grades C to G available) 
Higher (Grades A* to D available) 
 
There is no coursework element. 
 
This course consists of three modules: 
 
Module 1 
This includes all of the subject content from Handling Data within the National 
Curriculum for Mathematics.   
Two written papers are sat at each level, one where use of a calculator is permitted 
and one where it is not.  This counts for 18% of the final mark and is examined in 
the November of Year 10  
 
Module 3 
This includes mainly the Number subject content for the National Curriculum at 
Foundation and Intermediate tiers of entry, whilst at the Higher tier some of the 
Algebra topics are included. There are two written papers at each tier of entry, one 
where use of a calculator is permitted, one where it is not.  This counts for 27% of 
the final mark and is examined in the March of Year 10. 
 
Module 5 
This consists of the Shape, Space and Measures and the Number and Algebra topics 
for all tiers of entry.  There are two written papers – one calculator, one non-
calculator.  This counts for 55% of the final assessment and is examined initially 
in the November of Year 11.  
If students fail to meet their target grades then they may be given the chance to re-
sit their final examination in the June of Year 11. 
 

NB Set 1:  
It is anticipated that Set 1 will study a further mathematics course alongside their 
GCSE Modular mathematics course. Research is currently on-going as to the most 
suitable course for them. For those students who attain their Target Grade in the 
November of Year 11, the remaining time will be used appropriately. 
 
Each set will be given either one extended piece of homework per week (approx. 
one hour) or two shorter pieces (30 – 40 mins). 
If you wish to study Mathematics at Sir John Deane’s College, you would be 
expected to attain either A*, A or B at the Higher level in your Modular 
examination. 
 
Essential Equipment:  Scientific calculator and the basic geometric equipment 
(protractor or an angle measurer, pair of compasses, etc.)  
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SCIENCE (AQA/OCR) - Mr M Piotrowski 

 
All pupils will experience the new National Curriculum programme of study. 
By far the most will do this in Year 10 and then extend their knowledge and 
understanding by doing a second GCSE in Year 11.  
A small number will be able to cover the material for Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics GCSE’s.   
A small number will work on the National Curriculum programme of study 
for two years. 
By following one of the above paths pupils will achieve a greater 
understanding of the world around them, thereby becoming more capable of 
making balanced decisions in life. It is hoped that pupils will wish to 
continue studying Science and in a number of cases this will lead to 
employment which directly or indirectly uses the skills and knowledge 
attained. 
 
The above will be delivered via the AQA/OCR suites of specifications in one 
of the following ways: 
 

1. AQA GCSE Science A specification in Year 10 and AQA GCSE 
Additional Science specification in Year 11. 

 This path requires 10 lessons per fortnight in each year and leads to 
 2 GCSE’s. 
 

2. AQA GCSE Science A specification in Year 10 and OCR GCSE 
Additional Applied Science specification in Year 11. 

 This path requires 10 lessons per fortnight in each year and leads to 
 2 GCSE’s. 

3. AQA Science A specification across both Years 10 and 11. This path 
requires 5 lessons per fortnight in each year and leads to 1 GCSE. 

4. AQA Biology, AQA Chemistry and AQA Physics across both Years 
10 and 11. 

 This path requires 12 lessons per fortnight and leads to 3 GCSE’s. 
 
 
 

 
Content: 
 
 AQA GCSE Science A 
 
The course consists of 6 modules, during which ideas about “How Science 
Works” are developed: 
Biology 1a: Human Biology 
Biology 1b: Evolution and Environment 
Chemistry 1a: Products from Rocks 
Chemistry 1b: Oils, Earth and Atmosphere 
Physics 1a: Energy and Electricity 
Physics 1b: Radiation and the Universe 
  
AQA GCSE Additional Science  
 
The course consists of 3 modules, during which ideas about “How Science 
Works” are developed. 
 
Biology 2 includes: 
Cells, Osmosis, Photosynthesis, Biomass, Carbon Cycle, Enzymes, 
Respiration, Homeostasis and Genetics. 
 
Chemistry 2 includes: 
Atomic Structure and Bonding, Types of Substance, Reversible Reactions, 
Rates of Reaction, Electrolysis and Making Salts. 
 
Physics 2 includes: 
Motion, Forces, Work, Momentum, Static Electricity, Electrical Circuits, 
Power, Radioactive decay and Nuclear Fission/Fusion. 
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OCR GCSE Additional Applied Science 
The course consists of 3 units: 
Unit 1: Life Care. 
Unit 2: Agriculture and Food. 
Unit 3: Scientific Detection. 
 
AQA GCSE Biology 
The course consists of 3 modules, during which ideas about “How Science 
Works” are developed. 
Biology modules 1 and 2 above + 
Biology 3, which includes: 
Water Relations in Plants, Circulation; further Osmosis and Respiration, The 
Kidney, Micro-organisms, Antibiotics, Bio-fuels and Sterile Techniques. 
 
AQA GCSE Chemistry 
The course consists of 3 modules, during which ideas about “How Science 
Works” are developed. 
Chemistry modules 1 and 2 above + 
Chemistry 3, which includes: 
Development of the Periodic Table, Transition Metals, Acid Theory and 
Titrations, Solubility, Energy Changes, Testing for Chemicals. 
 
AQA GCSE Physics 
The course consists of 3 modules, during which ideas about “How Science 
Works” are developed. 
Physics modules 1 and 2 above +  
Physics 3 which includes: 
Turning Effect of Forces, Circular Motion, Centripetal Force, Mirrors and 
Lenses, Sound and Ultrasound, Electricity Generation, Transformers, Life 
History of Stars 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment:  
 
AQA GCSE Science A 
We make use of a modular approach so that pupils can be examined during 
the course. 
 
Module Tests (75%) 
6 matching/multiple choice objective tests each worth 12.5%. 
Each testing application of skills, knowledge and understanding of science 
and how science works 
Two to be taken in each of November, March and June of Year 10. 
 
Practical Skills centre-assessed unit (25%) 
This unit comprises an Investigative Skills Assignment which is normal 
practical work followed by a 45 minute test and a Practical Skills Teacher 
Assessment. 
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AQA GCSE Additional Science 
 
Written Examinations (75%) 
3 x 45 minute papers, each worth 25%, taken in the June of Year 11. 
The papers assess the application of skills, knowledge and understanding of 
science and how science works within the contexts covered in the modules 
Biology 2, Chemistry 2 and Physics 2. 
 
Practical Skills Centre-assessed Unit (25%) 
This unit comprises an Investigative Skills Assignment which is normal 
practical work followed by a 45 minute test and a Practical Skills Teacher 
Assessment. 
 
OCR GCSE Additional Applied Science A (21st Century Science Suite) 
 
Written examinations (50%) 3 x 45 minute papers, each worth 16.7%, one for 
each Unit, one taken in January, one taken in June. 
Work-related portfolio (50%) six standard procedures, one suitability test and 
a work-related report. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AQA GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
 
For each subject: 
 
Module Tests (25%) 
2 matching/multiple choice objective tests each worth 12.5%. 
Each testing application of skills, knowledge and understanding of the subject 
and how science works 
To be taken during Year 10. 
 
Written Examination (50%) 
2 x 45 minute papers, each worth 25%, one taken in the January of Year 11 
and one in the June of Year 11. 
The papers assess the application of skills, knowledge and understanding of 
the subject and how science works within the contexts covered in modules 2 
and 3.  
 
Practical Skills centre-assessed unit (25%) 
This unit comprises an Investigative Skills Assignment which is normal 
practical work followed by a 45 minute test and a Practical Skills Teacher 
Assessment. 
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EVERY CHILD MATTERS (ECM) - Mrs S du Plessis  
 
As in Year 9, Every Child Matters (ECM) will be studied once a week with 
pupils’ Form Tutors. The programmes of study in ECM are designed to 
encourage the pupils to achieve the five outcomes of the Every Child Matters 
Agenda.  These outcomes are : 
 
�  Be Healthy 
�  Stay Safe 
�  Enjoy and achieve through learning 
�  Make a positive contribution to society 
�  Achieve economic well-being 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICT (Core) The European Computer Driving Licence - 
Mr J Quartermaine 
 
ECDL is studied throughout Europe and pupils learn practical skills using 
standard Microsoft software. 
 
There are seven modules: 

Basic Concepts  
Using Windows and Managing Files 
Word Processing 
Spreadsheets 
Databases  
Presentations  
Internet and Email 

 

This is a modular course with tests at the end of each module.  All tests must 
be passed for certification to be awarded.  The Basic Concepts test is a 
multiple choice written test, the others are practical tests done in normal 
lesson time.   
The scheme and its tests require detailed application of skills and knowledge 
in a business-like and standard way rather than a creative or personal way.  
Therefore pupils will be required to follow a direct-learning programme of 
lessons that will enhance skills already learnt and enable them to use ICT in 
this vocational scenario. 
 
Most pupils will complete this certificate and then progress to the Level 2 
award which currently requires a multiple choice written test. The majority of 
pupils are expected to achieve a Level 2 pass. 
 
There will not be routine homework associated with this practical skills 
course, although pupils will be expected to devote personal study time when 
preparing for end of module tests. 
 
Further details – http://www.bcs.org/ecdl 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Core) - Mr M Allen 
 
All pupils will do two lessons of games per fortnight.   For boys this will 
include: soccer, rugby, athletics, cross-country, basketball, fitness training, 
soft-ball, tennis, cricket and orienteering. For the girls: netball, hockey, 
tennis, athletics, rounders, soft-ball, cross-country, basketball, badminton, 
orienteering and aerobics. 
 
These activities will be spread over the next two years so that each pupil can 
experience each activity, thus reaching a higher standard in those activities 
covered in Years 7 - 9 and achieving a basic level of skill and understanding 
in the new activities.  This will lead to an Entry Level Certificate with the 
OCR Board which only involves practical assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

q  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES (OCR) – Mrs S Alderson 
 
All pupils are required to take Religious Studies as part of their curriculum.  
The course followed is OCR GCSE Religious Studies (Philosophy and 
Ethics).  The beliefs, teachings and values of Christianity are explored and 
pupils are challenged to examine their own convictions about religious and 
moral issues. 
 
There is the opportunity to obtain a GCSE qualification, which is assessed 
entirely by written examination – there is no coursework. 
 
The course is delivered on only one period per week. 
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ART & DESIGN (AQA) – Miss H Huxley 

Art and design is a broad based course offering candidates experience in a 
wide variety of art and design activity such as drawing and painting, graphic 
design, photography, ICT, sculpture, design based construction, printmaking, 
mixed media, collage and textile design.  Candidates will also pursue aspects 
of art history relevant to their practical work. 
 
There are no tiers of entry and therefore all grades are available to all students 
based upon individual attainment throughout the course.  Coursework 
accounts for 60% of the total end of course mark involving candidates in the 
production of three to four extended projects during the two year course.  The 
controlled test carries a 40% weighting towards the final mark and takes 
place during February and March of Year 11.  There is no extended writing 
but notated sketchbooks are valuable for gaining marks.  Where written notes 
are appropriate correct spelling and punctuation are desirable to express clear 
meaning.  Homework is a requirement of the course allowing students 
opportunities to extend and develop their knowledge, skills and 
understanding through private research and study. 
 
To ensure the best outcome to the course candidates will be required to 
purchase an A4 hardbound sketchbooks and an A1 portfolio as a minimum.  
Other material that are particularly useful in assisting progress are a range of 
drawing pencils (2B, 4B, 6B), a good eraser, fine liner water based pen, white 
gel pen, oil pastels, small box of watercolours, pencil crayons and oil pastels. 
 
The portfolio and sketchbooks developed during this course are particularly 
relevant to further studies at A level and to Further Education courses such as 
BTEC graphic design, photography, technical illustration, textiles and fashion 
and drawing and painting.  Areas in which a broad understanding of art and 
design would be beneficial include architecture, product design, furniture 
design, and interior design.  
 
Students will be encouraged to explore and exploit a variety of materials and 
processes in response to a theme or idea to resolve visual and tactile problems 
in ways appropriate to their own interests and individual strengths.    Towards 

the end of the course candidates will mount an exhibition displaying two, 
three or four projects, sketchbooks and idea sheets plus the controlled test 
piece for final assessment and moderation by AQA.   
 
If you have any questions or require further clarification on any aspect of the 
course you should contact Miss Huxley.  A student course handbook is also 
available on request should you require one.   
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DANCE (AQA) – Miss K McKay 

 
The content of the course allows students to develop creatively, physically 
and emotionally within an intellectual capacity.  
While some pupils can bring previous experience of dance to the course it is 
not essential as the specification encourages students to develop knowledge 
and understanding in interpreting ideas/concepts embodied within dance 
vocabulary and movement.  
Pupils will learn a variety of styles. This will involve skills such as the 
presentation of dance choreography, dance media analysis and dance theory – 
all to contribute to students’ aesthetic and social development.  
 
Pupils will be assessed throughout the 2 year course and finally in the 
following areas: 
 
�  UNIT 1 - A written paper (1 hour – 20% of the total mark), externally 
assessed 
Pupils will answer a short and concise written paper. They will be asked to 
describe, analyse, interpret and evaluate features of dance; looking 
specifically at two professional dance works.  
 
�  UNIT 2 – Set Dance – practical examination (20% of the total mark), 
externally assessed.  
Pupils will learn a set dance and perform. In this they will demonstrate their 
physical competence and effectiveness as performers and their knowledge of 
safe working practice.  
 
�  UNIT 3 – Performance in a duo/group dance (20% of the total mark), 
controlled centre assessment.  
Pupils are required to help devise, learn and perform a group dance based 
upon a professional work.  
 
�  UNIT 4 – Choreography (40% of the total mark), controlled centre 
assessment.  
This unit is split into two tasks: 

Task 1 – Solo Composition (1-1 ½ min), 15%.  Pupils are required to devise a 
solo dance using a professional work as a stimulus.  
Task 2 – Choreography (2 ½-3 mins), 25%. Pupils must select a starting point 
or stimulus to create their piece. Pupils must also provide a brief programme 
note to show processes and understanding  
 
Choreographies will feature in the school’s annual ‘movetotheleft’ concert in 
March.   
Pupils will have the opportunity to attend a residential course in June (Year 
10) and January (Year 11) 
(Please note that these are NOT compulsory) 
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DESIGN  & TECHNOLOGY - Miss C Whitfield 
 
Introduction 
 
All pupils are entitled to study one Design and Technology subject. 
 
We offer the following GCSE courses 
 

� Food Technology  
� Textiles Technology 
� Electronic Products 
� Product Design 

 
The Product Design course has replaced Resistant Materials and Graphic 
Products, bringing a 21st century approach to the subject area. 
 
Entry may be at either Higher or Foundation level.  Higher entries enables 
pupils to gain A* to C grades.  Foundation targets C to E grades.  Students 
will be placed in a tier towards the end of year 11. 
 
Homework will be set each week on either theory tasks or coursework.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DESIGN  & TECHNOLOGY - Electronic Products 
 
The course will build on the basics taught in Key Stage 3 and will cover 
PCB’s , timers, alarm circuits, etc. 
 
Those who are considering taking this course should be interested in 
electronics and building control systems.  A keen interest in the theory of 
electronics will be an advantage. 
 
During this course you will be involved in : 
 
�  Problem Solving. 

�  Designing and Building Circuits – We will be designing circuits that use 
555 Timer Chips and 741 OP amps, as well as discrete components such 
as LDR’s (ORP 12) as light sensors and disc thermisters as temperature 
sensors, both important input devices. 

�  The use of computer simulation – this has developed to the extent where 
every pupil on the course can have computer stimulation at home.  We 
have full student use of crocodile clips for designing circuits and PCB 
Wizard for tracking them. 

�  You will build prototypes and test them – in Year 10 you will build 
prototypes of all circuits previously mentioned and box them in by 
vacuum forming.  

 
The assessment will consist of 60% coursework and 40% final examination. 
 
The course will be very interesting, especially for those  students interested in 
micro-technology and electrical engineering.  It is an excellent course for 
those who enjoy a more theoretical approach to technology and a good 
grounding for those wishing to study electrical engineering or a degree in 
electronics later on. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY - Food Technology 

 
This course will provide opportunities to use food as a material in order to 
explore and develop quality products which fulfil a specified need. 
 
The main elements of this course are: 
 
�  Food as a Material 

�  Food Manufacturing and Processing 

�  Food Product Design, Development and Production 

 

The assessment is via coursework (60%) and final written examination 
(40%). 
 
The main coursework task will be an extended design-and-make project 
which includes a practical solution to a problem and is supported by a design 
folder which shows evidence of research, analysis, specifications, ideas, 
development of solution, planning, production and evaluation. 
 
This subject goes far beyond the outdated idea of just “cooking”. Whilst still 
including some traditional practical work, there is also emphasis on other 
skills such as investigation, evaluation, planning, testing, organisation, and 
problem solving. Written assignments play a substantial role in the course. 
This course is not only for anyone considering a career in the food industry 
and catering.  It gives good background knowledge and practical experience 
in all areas of food technology. 
 
Any pupil choosing this subject must be committed to participate in all 
practical lessons which will take place at least once a fortnight.  You need to 
be well organised so that you remember to bring the necessary ingredients. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 
 
 

 
�
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This unique Product Design qualification has been run since 2003.  The aim 
of the Product Design GCSE is to involve candidates in activities which 
develop innovation and flair, additionally, allowing you to work as a 
commercial designer in industrial situations.   
 
Building on previous KS3 experience you will analyse existing products, 
gain knowledge of a range of materials and manufacturing processes, 
discover new techniques and technologies, and work with CAD / CAM in 
order to produce a quality outcome. 
 
Pupils with interests in Design and Technology, especially working with 
woods, metals, plastics, CAD/CAM and/or drawing, pupils who have an 
eye for detail and the ability to problem solve should consider taking 
Product Design as one of their options. 
 
The course will be an excellent grounding for pupils who wish to study 
Product Design to A / AS level and beyond, building up to future career 
opportunities such as Design Engineers, Interior Designers, Product 
Designers, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
·  Opportunity to design and make quality 

products using a wide range of materials. 
 
·  Building prototypes and models using light 

materials. 
 
·  The use of new ‘Smart’ materials. 
 
·  Offers multi-media approach to Design and Technology 

incorporating Computer Aided Design and Manufacture. 
 
·  Look at and use industrial 

processes and manufacturing. 
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY -  Product Design 

Written Paper 40% of total marks 
The paper will test all Assessment Objectives through a range of 
broad and general questions on product design. Some questions 
will allow candidates to display specific material knowledge, 
understanding and skills. 
 
Coursework Project 60% of total marks 
Not to exceed 40 hours 
Evidence required for the project consists of a 3-dimensional 
product and a concise design folder.�
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY - Textiles Technology 

 
 
The course will build on the basic textiles knowledge and skills that pupils 
have developed during years 7, 8 and 9.  The Textiles Technology course is a 
continuation of this work, but it will obviously be of a more demanding and 
involved nature.  
 
Pupils who are considering taking this course should have an interest in 
fashion, clothing and interior design.  Along with skills in making textile 
artefacts, pupils will also work on other skills such as investigation, 
evaluation, testing, planning and problem solving. 
 
During the course pupils will be involved in : 
 
�  Fashion and soft furnishings design 

�  Designing and making items to solve a problem 

�  Use of computer aided design and manufacturing  

�  Learning about different fabrics and their uses 

�  Studying fashion, retailing, clothing production and soft furnishing 

�  Using decoration techniques to embellish fabrics. 
 
Within this course you will have the opportunity to design and produce items 
such as cushions, containers, co-ordinated outfits and garments. 
 
The coursework will count for 60% of the total mark, the final written 
examination being worth 40%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Textiles Technology course will prove a very interesting, exciting and 
fulfilling course which will give pupils a good insight into the world of 
fashion, clothing production, soft furnishings and retailing. 
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GEOGRAPHY – Mrs C Steele 
 
If you have enjoyed the mixture of lesson styles and topics covered in your 
Geography lessons so far then this is the subject for you. 
 
Geography is a very popular subject really because of its flexibility, variety of 
content and links to other subjects in the curriculum.  At GCSE there are 
many different ways to investigate our fascinating world – using maps, data, 
satellite images, photographs and of course the internet to allow pupils to 
study real geographical examples on a local, national and international scale.  
Geography uses an enquiry style of  teaching so that students are required to 
question why a particular landscape or land use has developed rather than just 
accepting what they see at face value.  Studying geography will allow you to 
understand a little better how different people in different parts of the world 
have been able to adapt to the environment in which they live.  
 
The course is very wide ranging covering all aspects of 21st Century 
Geography 
 
By the end of Year 11 pupils who study GCSE Geography will be better 
equipped to understand issues that will influence their lives in the future. 
 
The course is divided into two areas: 
·  The Physical World                          
·  The Human World                            
Within these two areas, specific topics will be chosen that best suit you. 
 
The Physical World 
Some of this will be familiar as it covers the processes and landscapes formed 
by rivers, the sea and ice. 
 
The Human World 
Covers the causes for, and the problems that arise because of, rapid 
population growth.  It also examines how towns vary around the world.   
 

 
Not only could a GCSE Geography course help you towards an AS or BTEC 
course in Geography but also courses in Travel and Tourism. The skills can 
lead to employment in business marketing, ICT or engineering – there are 
geographers everywhere. 
 
As with many other GCSEs, a new course will be delivered from September 
2009.  
The course will be modular. This means that you will not be expected to learn 
information from the whole of Years 10 and 11 but you will take Unit Papers 
in the June of Year 10 and Year 11. 
 
Coursework will still remain integral to the course with excursions to the 
Dane Valley, Snowdonia and local industry, but it will be assessed using a 
new controlled-conditions assessment linked to a task set by the awarding 
body. 
 
This will cover the elements of the physical, economic, human and natural 
world and will involve students widening their skills in geographical 
understanding. 
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HISTORY (AQA) – Mrs S Alderson 

History is a subject that allows you to learn about the past by studying the 
evidence that people have left behind. You will discover how History helps us 
to understand the way the past has shaped the present.  The study of History 
teaches many skills and deals with important ideas. It will encourage you to 
develop your own views on important issues and to be able to support opinions 
with clear thinking and convincing evidence.  For this reason History is a very 
good preparation for a career in Law.  
 
As the course progresses your understanding of people and the ways they think 
and react should increase. You will learn about change and why and when it 
happens. You will learn how to interpret and compare different sources of 
information, such as the spoken and written word, illustrations, film, statistics 
and physical objects. For these reasons, many careers and colleges welcome 
History as a good basis for further study or for employment. 
 
The subject matter of History is vast, therefore some selection has to take 
place. The Syllabus we follow allows the selection of different topics in 
History to illustrate the nature and variety of the subject. This makes for a very 
interesting course. The GCSE course is split into 5 units studied over 5 terms. 
 
Unit 1: Medicine Through Time: From Prehistoric Man to the 
Renaissance 
A fascinating story of the way in which medical thinking changed from 
supernatural to simple scientific explanations of illness. What did Prehistoric 
man do when he had a headache? How did Egyptian Mummies help and hinder 
medical progress? Why is Hippocrates called the “Father of Medicine”? Why 
did the Romans build so many baths and aqueducts? Did Charles II's doctors 
kill him? Answering these questions will teach you not only why things change 
but also why things happen more quickly at some times rather than others. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 2: Medicine Through Time: From the Renaissance to Transplant 
Surgery 
This module continues the story of medicine through to modern times. How 
did a dairy maid give Edward Jenner the idea for vaccination? Why was the 
Boer War responsible for the introduction of Food Technology into schools? 
Why did some 19th century doctors think the pain of an operation was good for 
you? At the end of this module you will understand a lot more about the things 
which have made not only modern medicine, but also the modern world, what 
it is.   
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HISTORY (continued) 

 
Unit 3: The Medieval Castle 
By investigating the magnificent castles of medieval times you can discover the 
lives and thinking of medieval man. Designed to make you more aware of the 
visible remains of the past around us, this module involves site visits to Wales. 
You will practise skills and techniques for the precise investigation of a 
historical site - identifying, recording and interpreting what you can see. You 
will learn about what made castles strong, how they were attacked and how 
they evolved. By the end of this module you will understand more about how 
castles fit into the medieval world and helped kings conquer and rule new 
lands. 
 
Unit 4: The American West: The World of the native American Indian 
 
This unit introduces the North American Indian and how they lived a nomadic 
existence on the Great Plains. The Indians were a deeply spiritual people living 
in harmony with the natural world. For the first white people to make contact 
with them, the Indians’ ‘primitive’ lifestyles provoked curiosity, suspicion and 
then hostility. At the end of this unit you will appreciate the many ways in 
which, for the white people, the Indians represented a ‘problem’. 
 
Unit 5: American West 
 
This study explores the issues surrounding the expansion of settlement across 
America; how it brought white settlers into conflict with the native Americans; 
what other problems the white settlers faced and how they eventually 
established law and order across the West. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This modular course is assessed by one examination paper in Year 10 and then 
another in Year 11. The examination paper at the end of Year 10 is based on 
Units 1 and 2. The examination contributes 35% of your grade. Unit 3 is 
assessed by a Controlled Assessment worth 25% of your grade. At the start of 
Year 11 you will have completed 60% of your grade. A second examination 
paper at the end of Year 11 on Units 4 and 5 completes the full course. This 
single examination is worth 40% of your grade.  
 
 
 
You will be working in different ways on the course, sometimes in a class, 
sometimes in small groups or individually. The course will teach you to be 
organised and take responsibility for your own learning.  Your understanding 
of the subject develops through reading, reflection, essay-writing and 
discussion. 
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
(ICAA) - Mr J Quartermaine 

 
This course aims to develop confidence, knowledge, skills and understanding 
in Information and Communication Technology. It offers a broad and 
balanced view of the range of applications of information systems. Pupils 
will be expected to work independently. Creativity, reasoning, judgement and 
persistence are developed in applying Information and Communication 
Technology to relevant worthwhile problems. There will be a substantial 
amount of written theory work as well as practical use of computers. Weekly 
homework should be expected to last 30 to 40 minutes and will involve 
preparation, documentation and evaluation as well as written exercises. 
 
During the first term, the units of work will be focused on business contexts 
and will cover most Microsoft Office applications. This is an opportunity to 
extend and enhance practical skills already gained. Important theory and 
concepts will also be covered.  During the next two terms, you will learn how 
to develop and document systems.  
 
During year 11, at least two terms are mainly spent on a coursework portfolio 
unit where you will analyse a given problem and then design, develop, 
implement, test and evaluate an information system solution. Your 
assignments, research, printouts and written reports of this major project will 
then be used as your coursework portfolio.  There will also be a practical 
examination taken during normal lesson time.  The coursework portfolio and 
the practical examination are handed in as computer files. 
 
The last unit will focus on a theme set by the examination board and will 
involve revision and research tasks in preparation for the final written 
examination. 
 
 
 
 

 
The examination board is CCEA/ICAA, the higher tier offers grades A* to D 
and the lower tier offers grades C to G. For your GCSE assessment the 
Coursework Portfolio is worth 40%, the Timed Practical Task 20%, the Key 
Skills Test 20% and the Final Written Examination 20%. 
 
 
Further details – http//www/icaa.com/ 
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LANGUAGES (AQA) -  Mrs E Lloyd 

 
Although it is no longer compulsory to study a modern foreign language at 
KS4 it is well acknowledged that more than ever nowadays, we need 
languages as technology makes instantaneous communication an everyday 
occurrence.   
 
Also important to the study of modern foreign languages is that it brings 
awareness of other societies, cultures and civilisation which are essential 
parts of being a global citizen and enrich our lives. 
 
Language skills open up opportunities for travelling and working in other 
countries as well as greatly enhancing job prospects.  It has been reported that 
20% of British businesses are losing vital contracts abroad because their staff 
cannot cope with the language and/or cultural barriers.   
 
In Key Stage 4 you will have the following options. 
 
a) To continue with French to GCSE (5 periods per fortnight), building on the  
    solid foundations you already have.  The French GCSE is suitable to  
    pupils of all abilities.   
b) To switch from French to a two-year intensive course in Spanish to  
    GCSE (5 periods per fortnight).  This course is suitable for those who are  
    motivated foreign language learners. 
c) To study both French and Spanish to GCSE (10 periods per fortnight). 
 
In French and Spanish the format of the GCSE examination is the same.   
There are tests in Listening (20%), Speaking (30%), Reading (20%) and 
Writing (30%). For each test you can enter at Higher or Foundation level.  
These tests are taken throughout Years 10 and 11. 
 
 
 
 

In both languages, the topics covered over the two years will be : 
 

·  Self and Family 
·  Leisure 
·  Health 
·  Holidays 
·  House 
·  Where I Live 
·  Food and Drink 
·  Education 
·  Environment 

 
The homework requirement for GCSE is two homeworks per week, each of 
one hour.   
 
Your French and/or Spanish teachers will be happy to advise you on which of 
these courses is most suitable for you. 
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MUSIC (AQA) - Mrs J Curry  

 

Some skill and experience of playing an instrument and/or singing is helpful 
but not essential.  The course is assessed through coursework and by a written 
listening paper, which is taken at the end of the course. 
 
The course itself is delivered through “Areas of Study”, which include ‘film 
music’, ‘the pop-song since 1960’ and ‘the history of the orchestra’.  Indeed, 
through these areas of study there is something for everyone! 
 
The coursework aspect of the course is fulfilled through composing and 
performing on the candidate’s chosen instrument.  The coursework 
component is linked to the areas of study and involves keyboard and 
instrumental work, group activities and the use of ICT sequencing and sound 
recording equipment (worth 25% of the total marks). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candidates must also perform on their chosen instrument and this gains them 
25% of their GCSE. 
 
Experience of an integrated approach to all areas of music is found through 
an “integrated assignment”.  It is begun in the Spring Term of Year 11, where 
candidates compose to a given brief over a set number of weeks taken from 
the areas of study (also worth 25% of the total marks). 
 
The remaining 25% is gained through a terminal listening test, taken during 
the final GCSE period. 
 
Progression : GCSE qualification enables pupils to progress directly into full 
time employment or into further education.  Courses include A levels and 
GNVQ in music, music technology and performing arts. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY (AQA) – Miss H Huxley  

 
The photography course will equip students with a working knowledge of the 
camera and offer opportunities for students to develop skills, knowledge and 
understanding of image making and manipulation through the use of 
computers and powerful software programmes. 
 
The coursework undertaken will be thematic with students expected to 
develop and explore ideas in response to specific design briefs.  They will 
gain understanding and experience in a variety of photographic genres 
including journalism, advertising and fine art.  Work will be studio based  
with opportunities for location shoots. 
 
There are no tiers of entry and therefore all grades are available to all students 
based upon individual attainment throughout the course.  Coursework 
accounts for 60% of the total end of course mark involving candidates in the 
production of three to four extended projects during the two year course.  The 
controlled test carries 40% of the total mark and takes place during February 
and March of Year 11.   
 
There is no extended writing required but students will be expected to 
produce annotated journals throughout the course. 
 
Processing essential to the GCSE submissions will be provided.  However to 
ensure the highest standards students will be expected to organise and cover 
the cost of further processing. They will also need to purchase a journal and a 
portfolio to house their completed work and keep it in good condition. 
 
The journals, graphic and photographic outcomes resulting from the course 
are particularly relevant to Further Education courses in graphic design, video 
and film production, photography and fine art with many applications and 
career prospects within the Media Industry. 
 
 
 

 
 
During the two year course students will visit exhibitions and events relevant 
to their study both locally and further afield.  Such experiences will feed 
directly into work carried out in the studio. 
 
Towards the end of the course students will have the opportunity to mount an 
exhibition of the best work they have produced over the two years.  The 
exhibition will include journals, preparatory work and final outcomes plus the 
controlled test work for final assessment and moderation by AQA prior to the 
award of a GCSE grade. 
 
If you have any questions or require further clarification please contact  
Mrs A Johnson or Miss F Wilkinson. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION (OCR) - Mr M Allen 

This is a GCSE course suitable for boys and girls. Pupils do not have to be 
exceptional sportsmen/women or have to have represented school-teams. 
However it is essential that pupils who elect for this subject are keen all-
round sportsmen/women. The course involves several sports not previously 
done and includes outdoor pursuit type activities, e.g. hill/mountain walking, 
camp craft and off-site orienteering. 
 
Assessment is as follows: 
 

·  Assessment of practical performance (60%) This will consist of a 
demonstration of practical performance in four areas of activity. 
Candidates will be continuously assessed by the teacher and will be 
able to demonstrate competence in each activity, display a knowledge 
and understanding of laws, rules, techniques, strategies and safety 
factors.  Pupils will be expected to officiate in different sports, and 
will learn how to plan training schedules.  To gain the highest marks, 
pupils must show an improvement in skill level from Year 10 to Year 
11.  
This will also consist of two pieces of controlled coursework (5% 
each) which will include analysing a performance in a specified sport. 
These will be conducted under exam-like conditions. 
The course also includes the opportunity to take part in an overnight 
camping expedition in North Wales to gain an assessment in Hill 
Walking/Campcraft. (In addition, pupils will be expected to take part 
in a nationally-recognised orienteering competition.) 

 

·  Written Paper (40%)  Pupils will be examined on many aspects of 
sport including :  
            Factors affecting performance and participation  
            The relationship between health, fitness and practical activity 
            Risk Assessment in physical activity 
 

The exam paper will include multiple-choice, short and extended 
answer questions. There will be two exam papers, each worth 20%. 
One exam will be taken in June of Year 10 and the other in the June 
of Year 11. 

 
Progression: GCSE qualification enables students to either progress directly 
to employment or proceed to further qualifications.  There is an Advanced 
Level PE Qualification. 
 
GCSE Pupils are also encouraged to do the Sports Leaders Award.  This 
takes placed after school and is a well-recognised qualification to progress on 
to further coaching qualifications. 
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THE CREATIVE & MEDIA DIPLOMA  
 
Diplomas are new qualifications which will roll-out in many subject areas 
over the next few years. The Creative and Media Diploma has been running 
very successfully since September 2008 at The County High School, 
Leftwich. Indeed, in its first year, 2008/09, it was the only Diploma available 
to Vale Royal students and the only Creative and Media Diploma available in 
Cheshire. The ‘Vale Royal Diploma Consortium’ was also successful last 
year in securing a substantial amount of capital build money to provide a 
purpose-built Diploma Centre in the school with state-of-the-art, industry-
standard facilities and students studying this course will also have the chance 
to study at the new ‘Creative & Media Academy’ at Mid-Cheshire College 
 
Diplomas are available at three Levels: Foundation, Higher & Advanced. The 
school is offering the Higher Level Creative & Media Diploma which as a 
whole is worth the equivalent of 7.5 GCSE’s at Grade A*-C and will take up 
two days per week of study (initially Wednesdays and Fridays in Year 10). 
The Diploma is made up of six ‘components’: 

·  Principal Learning (the main creative & media studies) 
·  A Project (undertaken in Year 11) 
·  Personal, Learning & Thinking Skills (developed throughout) 
·  Functional Skills (Level 2 qualifications in English, Maths & ICT) 
·  Work-based Learning (with local employers) 
·  Additional Specialist Learning (a choice of a range of Level 2 courses   

at Mid-Cheshire College, ½ a day per week) 
 
A key feature of the Diploma is the employer input with visits to and from 
local employers forming a key part of the course, enabling students to apply 
learning in real-life contexts and develop the key skills needed for 
employment within the creative and media industries. The course develops 
students into independent learners. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Leftwich Creative & Media Students at the BBC World Service in London, 
October 2008 
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THE CREATIVE & MEDIA DIPLOMA (continued) 
 
Described as a “great new way of combining classwork with hands on 
experience”, the Higher Diploma will give students the knowledge and skills 
needed for college, university or work in an exciting, creative and enjoyable 
way. It will provide a good ‘stepping-stone’ to either ‘A’-Levels or the 
Advanced Level Diploma on offer at Mid-Cheshire College. 
 
 

                       
 
 

                 
 
 
The Higher Diploma at Leftwich will cover Audio & Radio, Film/TV and 
Music, Advertising, Creative Writing, Dance, Drama, Fashion, Graphic 
Design, Photo-Imaging, Product Design, Textiles and 2D/3D Visual Arts. 
 

Examples of learning will include: 
The study of local creative and media opportunities for both leisure and 
employment. 
The development of a performance, an artefact and a recording within the 
disciplines outlined above. 
The carrying out of a ‘campaign’ to look at marketing and promotional skills. 
A final production (eg concert, exhibition, etc) to showcase skills. 
 
Interested students should see Mr Hill, Miss Huxley or Miss Whitfield 
and ensure they collect a Diploma Information Pack. Students wishing to 
apply for a Diploma place should select Pathway 2 and complete a 
‘Diploma Application Form’ (found inside the inform ation pack). Please 
note that the size of the Diploma qualification means that inevitably it 
will not be possible to study any other elective subjects. 
 
The other school in the partnership, Rudheath Community High School, is 
also offering a Higher Level Creative & Media Diploma which focuses on the 
areas of Dance, Drama & Music. This course is also available to Year 9 
students. Following this option will involve 1½ days at Rudheath each week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER DIPLOMAS 
 
For more information on the other Diplomas available to Year 9 students 
(Business, Administration & Finance; Construction; Engineering and 
Environmental & Land-Based), please see Mr Hill to collect a separate 
Information Pack and Application Form. 
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REASEHEATH COLLEGE  
 
Students choosing Pathway 3 have the opportunity to apply for a course at 
Reaseheath College.  
 
Over recent years, the school has been able to arrange for some students to 
attend various local colleges as part of their Key Stage 4 timetable. The 
courses attended started as part of a Government initiative to introduce 
vocational elements to the education of some 14-16 year old students. The 
aim is to give students a chance to gain experiences and learn skills in areas 
which the school does not have at present the facilities to provide for. It is 
envisaged that time spent at College also has a motivational benefit which 
encourages the students to succeed in all areas of their studies. 
 
Reaseheath College is an Agricultural College in the south of Cheshire who 
run a variety of courses involving attendance for one day a week. Attendance 
at Reaseheath would result in only following Single award Science (1 GCSE) 
and 2 elective subjects rather than the usual 3 back in school. The courses 
generally lead to NVQ Level 1 qualifications (equivalent to 4 GCSE Grade 
D-G’s) in a variety of countryside-based areas such as Agriculture, Animal 
Care, Construction, Equine Studies, Horticulture and Motor Vehicle 
Engineering. 
 
For more details about Reaseheath College, please see Mr Hill and/or 
collect a Reaseheath College Information Pack at the Reaseheath 
Assembly in February. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


